CHAPTER IX.

KANTHTRAVA-NARASARATA WODEYAR I,
1638-1659*‘(comd.)

Kanthirava's Rule: Ministers, Officers and Dalavais—
Administrative measures: 1. Defence—2. Coinage and
Currency, 1645—3. Settlement of conquered tracts—
Feudatories, ¢. 1647-1650—Religion— Gifts, ete.— A scheme
of public utility, ¢. 1645-1648-——Grants and other records,
1639-1657—Authentic statues of Kanthirava—Soecial life :
c. 1638-1648—Cities and towns: 1. Seringapatam-—
2. Mysore—3. Melkote—General culture—Daily life,
amusements, etc.—Court culture: costume and personal
adornment—XKanthirava’s personal servants—His daily
Durbar and local titles—Festivals—The Mahanavami in
Seringapatam—Its celebration in 1647 (September 19-28)—
Beginnings : the eight days’ Durbar---The detailed
programme—The ninth day (Mahanavamsi)-—The tenth day
(Vijayadasami)—Gifts and presents—The social ideal :
contemporary manners and morals, etc.—Kanthirava as a
patron of learning—Literary activity: Sanskrit and
Kannada writers—Govinda-Vaidya and his Kaenthirava-
Narasarajo-Vijayam (1648)—Domestic  life: Queens—
Other members of the Royal Family—Doddadevaraja
Wodeyar : indications of his rule jointly with Kanthirava—
Last days of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar— His death,
July 381, 1659—An estimate of Kanthirava-Narasaraja
Wodeyar—As a warrior—As a political builder—As a
ruler—As a * Maker of Mysore "-——Kanthirava in tradition.

HE rule of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar bore the

impress of his personality to a greater extent,
perhaps, than that of his predecessors,
on the administration of the country
he ruled over. Inscriptions and other
sources speak of him as ruling in Serin-
gapatam seated on the jewelled throne (ratna-simhdasana).

Kanthirava’s Rule:

Ministers, Officers
and Dalaviis,
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His government. was - conducted along traditional
lines and was in keeping with the general course
of political development the kingdom underwent.
Timmarasa was the minister-in-chief (mantrida) of
Kanthirava, well versed in political counsel, accounts and
the arts;! Lappavarasa was his minister of finance
( . . sakala rajyake . . . lekkavanu

baredoduva) ;* Basavaiya was an officer in charge of the
treasury (bokkasa);® Narasimha-Upadhyiya—identical
with Nrsimharya mentioned in the Gajjiganahalli copper-
plate grant (April 1639)—was the king’s scribe
(rayasadolu jana);* and Linge-Gauda was the Mayor of
Seringapatam (Pattanada-adhikari),® the capital city
(till July 1649). Among other officers, Kotturaiya was
an agent of Kanthirava (Narasaraja Wadeyaravara
karyakke kartarada) at Saligrama.! Among the
Dalaviis of the reign, already referred to,” were
Timmarajaiya (November 1638-December 1640),
Nanjarajaiya of Hura (December 1640-January 1647).
Lingarajaiya of Hura (January 1647-June 1648),
Kempaiya (June 1648-July 1649), Linge-Gauda July
1649-August 1650), Hampardjaiya (Hampaiya) of
Karugahalli (August 1650-September 1651) and Dasa-
rajaiya (Das-raj) of Kalale, father-in-law of Kanthirava
(September 1651-October 1653)—Linge-Gauda and
Hamparajaiya holding the office a second time between
October 1653-May 1655 and May 1655-1659, respec-
tively. The short tenure of office usually allowed by
Kanthirava to each of his Dalavais points to the active

1. K. N. V., XXV, 84: Vara-mantrade swra-gurn . . . lekhyangade
(lekkangade) sarasija-bhava . . . swvidyadalinere gandu-Sarade.

2. Ibid, 82. 3. Tbhid, T4.

4, Ibid, 8b. 5. 1bhid, 56.

6. E.C., V (1) and (2) Cn. 185 (1650).

7. Ante, section on Political history in Ch, VIIL; see also Annals, 1. 68, 85-86,
88-89; Mys. Dho. Par., 1. 66-67 and f.n. 8 infra.
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personal influence exerted by him in military as in civil
administration.?

Defence was perhaps the foremost problem that

Admini ) engaged the attention of Kanthirava-

ministrative . .

measures. Narasaraja Wodeyar in the early years
of his reign. The fort of Seringa-
patam having sustained serious dama-
ges during the siege of 1639, Kanthirava took a keen
personal interest in the work of improving and extending
it, with a view to make it more impregnable and
self-sufficient. Huge flat stones were made use of In
enlarging and strengthening the ramparts, bastions and
ditches. And magazines and armouries were extensively
laid out, together with large stores of fodder and
provisions of every description. The fort of Mysore was
likewise improved and strengthened, and arrangements
made for storing in provisions, arms and ammunition.’

The next measure of importance was the establishment
by Kanthirava, for the first time, of a
mint (¢enkasile) in Seringapatam and
the reorganization of currency and coin-
age. The tendencies underlying this measure were of a
political, administrative and religious character : firstly,
by 1645, Kanthirava was, as we have seen, sufficiently
well established on the throne of Mysore (having
successfully beaten off the Bijipur invasion and counter-
acted the aggressions of Tirumala Nayaka of Madura)

1. Defence.

2 Coinageand
Currency, 1645,

8, The Annals (1. 88-89) refers to inefficiency, corruption, neglect of duty,
assertiveness, etc., on the part of the Dalavai as the cause of his
. dismissaland the appointment of his successor. The Mys. Dho. Par.
(I. 66-67) merely mentions the period of office of each Dalavai. Whatever
might have been the real cause for the removal from office of a Dalavii,
Kanthirava seems to have been the first ruler to realise the evils of
excessive concentration of power in the Dalavdi. He appears to have
kept his Dalaviis thoroughly under control generally by allowing them
only a short tenure of office, unless any of them proved himself a man of
exceptional capacity like Nanjardjaiya of Hura. See also and compare
S. K. Aiyangar, Ancient India, pp. 290-292.
9. Annals, I. 79-80, 82. For details about arms and ammunition, vide
Appendix IX,
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and was aiming at independence from a local point of
view ; secondly, the innumerable estampages on the
gold coins in the country—belonging to the Palegar
régime—had led to confusion and it was found absolutely
necessary to have a uniform seal for all gold coins;?
thirdly, Kanthirava’s predilection for Vaishnavism, per-
haps most significantly echoed in a lithic record of his,
was also prominently at work. The first coins were,
accordingly, struck in Kanthirava’s name, on the 26th of
April 1645." These are gold ones, variously known as
Kanthiraya-hana,”® Kanthirava-Raya™ and Kanthirava-
Raya-ravi ;' and are impressed with the figure of God
Liakshmi-Narasimha on the obverse and some dots on
the reverse.® Another species of gold coins, issued
probably about the same time or slightly later, was the
Kanthirdya-varaha™ Not only were these coins issued
but their circulation all over the country was also
provided for, 10 hanams being equivalent to one Kanthi-
raya-varaha and the weight of nine hapams being
equivalent to the weight of one wvaraha (Kanthirdysi),
the two denominations being ordered to be used in
connection with the account and cash transactions,
respectively, of the State.”® Kanthirava appears to have

10. Ibid, 1. 90.
11. E.C., V (2) Ag. 64 (April 1647), p. 768 (Text); see also under Religion.
12. 1. M. C., No. 18-15-20, pp. 86-37 :
Sdlivdhuna-a’a,kwvama 1567 sanda vartamanavaida |
Parthwa nama samvatsarada |
Vaisakha-éu. 11 [Text gone] nakshatradallu |
Kanthirava-Narasardjo Wadeyaraiyyanavare tamma pesarinalli |
Lakshmi-Narasimha-mudre-nanyavannu hakisi |
7 nanyakke Kanthirava-Rayanendu pesaru kottu |
grama-kshétragalannu samarpisida vivara ||

Cf. Annals (I. 91), placing this event in-April 1643; Wilks (I. 61)

merely referring to the establishment of the mint and the issue of
‘* Cantyrai hoons and fanams ” by Kanthirava; also M. 4. R., 1929,
p- 31, referring to the issue of the coins ** some'time after 1646.”

18. Annals, lc. ; see also Appendix IV—(4).

14, Vide f.n. 12 supra--Texs. 15. Mys. Raj. Cha., 25.

16. See Appendix Ibid, for details. 17. Ibid.

18. Annals, I, 90-91; also Mys. Raj. Cha., Lc.

11
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issued a series of copper coins also, known as Ane-
kasu,' to serve the purposes of a token currency.

Tn the localities annexed by him from the feudatories,
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, it 1s
said,® settled the land revenue dues
according to the status and condition
of each tract. The refractory Palegars and turbulent
ryots in the local parts were allowed just enough
means to enable them to sustain themselves, a major
portion of their income being confiscated to the State.
To promote local peace and facilitate the transmission of
revenue collections from the countryside to the central
exchequer at Seringapatam, officials like Subédar,
Thanadar, Karanikas and Gumdastas were also
appointed.

Among the local feudatories of Kanthirava-Narasaraja
Wodeyar—at the height of his power,
i.e., during c¢. 1647-1650—were the
following : # Doddaiya (Doddéndra) of
Haradanahalli, Kempaiya (Kempéndra) of Satyagila,
Timmaraja (Timméndra) of Heggaddévankate, Doddaiya
of Channarayapatna, Hampaiya of Turuvékere, Chamaiya
of Channapatna, Hampaiya of Maddar, Muddaiya of
Nagamangala, Nanjanna of Malavalli, Rajaiya of
Terakanambi, Guruvanna of Kannambadi, Kotturaiya
of Kikkéri, Chinna-Gauda of Palupare, Muddaiya of
Kankanhalli, Honnanna of Katte-Malalavadi, Sangaiya of
Ummattir, Channaiya of Hosaholalu, Dasaiya, chief of
Ballodeyar (?), Lingarajaiya (Lingarajéndra) of Yelandur
(Yelavandir), and the chiefs of Hullahalli (Hullanahalli),
Nilusoge, Kulagana, Kote-kere (Koteya-kere), Hemmara-

8. Settlement of
conquered tracts.

Feudatories,
c. 1647-1650.

19. Vide Appendix Ibid.

20. Annals, 1. 89; also Wilks, 1. 60-61.

91. K. N. V., XXV, 47-55, 57-69, 61-71. Most of the feudatories, referred to,
are stated to have been present in Seringapatam during the festivities
of 1647, noticed under Social life. Kottiraiya of Kikkéri, mentioned, is
further to be indentified with the one referred to as an agent of
Kanthirava at Siligrima (see t.n. 6 supra and text thereto).
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gala, Bilikere, Talakad, Sosale and Rangasamudra.
Some of these feudatories were, as we shall see, in the
personal service of Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar
himself. Among the feudatories in friendly alliance
with Kanthirava were:® Rangappa Nayaka of Hole-
Narasipur (Narasimhapura), Krishnappa Nayaka of
Belur, Dodda-Kempe-Gauda of Kunigal and Chikka-
Gauda® of Magadi, Virupanna Nayaka of Alambadi and
the sons of the chief of Nanjardyapatna and Puvala-
Hanumappa Nayaka (of Basavapatna and Tarikere)
Tanjore, Madura and Gingee (Chenje)?* were among the
distant powers represented by their ministers at the
court of Kanthirava during the period.
The period of Kanthirava’s rule witnessed an
important stage in the development of
Religion. Sri-Vaishnavism in- South India in
general and Mysore in particular.
Already Meélkote had become a prominent centre of $ri-
Vaishnavism® and no less important was Seringapatam,
the capital city.® More significant still, perhaps, was
the influence of Vaishnava tradition that was. being
continually exerted on the Mysore Royal House from
the early years of the seventeenth century. We have
seen how Raja Wodeyar, Chamarija Wodeyar and
Immadi-Raja  Wodeyar were staunch Vaishnavaites.
Bettada-Chamaraja Wodeyar, - father of Kanthirava-

22, Ibid, 93-99.

23. Dodda-Kempe-Gauda here is to be identified with Immadi-Kempe-
Gauda IT of Magadi (1569-1658) and Chikka-Gauda with Chikka-Kempe-
Gauda (son of Immagi-Kempe-Gauda), afterwards Mummadi-Kempe-
Gauda IIT (1658-1678). Perhaps during the period, of which we are
writing (c. 1647-1650), both father and son were governing the
Yelahanka-nadu, the former from Kunigal, the latter from Migadi, and
both were present during the festivities of 1647 in Seringapatam. For
the relations between Kanthirava and Immadi-Kempe-Gauda about
1648-1650, see f.n. 97 in Ch. VIII and text thereat. For the genealogy of
the Yelahanka (Magadi) chiefs, vide Table X VII,

24, K. N. 7., XXV, 8991,

25. See C. Vam., 118; C. Vi., III, 78 ; also f.n. 85 nfra.

26. K. N. V., VII, 96; V, 112, etc.

11*
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Narasardja Wodeyar, was himself an earnest devotee of
Vishnu, adoring God Nrsimha An inscription®
records of him as having none to equal him alike in
respect of bathing in holy rivers, making gifts, winning
victory on the field and offering worship to Vishnu.
The Chikkadévardiya-Vaméavali, already referred t0,%
makes mention of his pilgrimage to Melkote, Tirupati,
Grirangam and other sacred places, accompanied by his
half-brother, Muppina-Dévaraja Wodeyar, during the
early years of the reign of Chamaraja Wodeyar. Under
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, the Vaishnava predi-
lections of the Mysore Royal Family became more and
more marked. Kanthirava was celebrated for his ardent
devotion to Vishnu (atisaya Vishnu-bhakti)® and for
his scrupulous observance of the characteristic features
of the creed,® namely, Vaishnava-Diksh@ (leaving the
head unshaved for long periods), Bhagavata-Purdna-
Prasanga  (listening to the Bhagavata- Purdanam),
Fradadi-Vratam and Dvdda$i-Vratam (fasting on the
eleventh day of every fortnight and breaking the fast on
the twelfth), Hari-pije, Hari-dhydna (worship and
contemplation of Vishnu), Nitya-dana (daily gifts),
Kshirambudhi (distribution of milk) and Brindavana-séve
(offering devotional worship to Brinda@vanam, the abode of
the Liord). A lithic record® speaks of him as having
placed his burdens at the feet of God Nrhari (Llakshmi-
Nl_"simha). Indeed so profound was the impression

7. 1bid, IV, +-10.

98, E. €., IT1 (1) Sr. 103 (April 1647), 1I. 28-20 :
Snanécha danécha jayicha Vishnol
Paja-vidhau tatsadrso na-kaschit ||

29, Ante, Ch. VL | 30. K. N. V., XXVI, 8.

31. Ibid, 4-16; VII, 63; also M'ys. Raj. Cha., 25; Annals, 1. 92-93.

39, F.C., V (2) Ag. 64 (April 1647), p. 767 (Text) : Sri-Nrhari padayugé nyasta
sarvasva bhira ; see also C. Vam. (37), depicting Kanthirava as having
been engaged in the contemplation and adoration of Vishnu (Nrstmhana.
divya-martiyam nenedu janist . . . adigeragi-yalgeydw . . ).
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by his subjects. . Nor can there be any doubt that he
aimed at perpetuating the cult of Vishnu among his
people by the issue of coins bearing the figure of God
Lakshmi-Narasimha and by inducing them to worship
that God and observe the rite of fasting (Ekddasi-
Vratam) on the eleventh day of every fortnight. Thus, the
record,® mentioned above, says: “The king Kanthirava
was taken by the people for God Nrsimha. Seeing that
from love of money the people had forgotten Vishnu,
the wise king Kanthirava made from that money
Nrhari and preserved the people . . . Inquiring
into the sayings of the Véda and Smriti and ascertaining
the meaning of all $astras, in accordance with the
intentions of both, he caused all to worship Lakshmi-
Nrhari’s two feet on Ekddaéi and also to perform that
(Ekadast) Vrata like Ambarisha and other kings.” Tt
was, we are told,® his sincere conviction that salvation
was only to be attained by absolute devotion to Vishnu;
and this perhaps found its lasting expression in the
construction by him (between 1645-1648) of a temple to
God Lakshmi-Narasimha, to the right of his Palace at
Seringapatam, for the spiritual benefit of his people
(tannanti-logarellarum bardunkugendu).® Toleration
33. Ibid, p. 768 (Text) :
Kanthirava-mahipdlam Nrsimham méniré jandh )
Vittecheha paripiditena manasd Vishnum sada vismytan |

Lokan vikshya dayaparoti-chaturaly Kanthirava-kshmapatih |
Tadvittée Nrharim vidhaya sahasa kurvan nonam palanam |

Veda-Smrtyadi vakywm savuchuna-sadyrsam sarva-sastram vicharya
Sriman Kanthirava-sgri-narapatir-nischayitoartha-yugmeam |
Ekadasyam su-Lakshmi-Nrhari-padayugaradhanam tad-vratanchae
Vyatanvannambarisidyakhila-narapatindm-asésam-schakara ||
34, C. Vam., l.c.: mitya-sukhama-nelasi tattvama-naraydu Purushottamanca
bhakti-yolallade mukti-yanugolladendu nischayisi. See also C. Vi., II,
140.  According to Tirumaldrya, the reference to fatfva in the above
passage is to the Sri-Vaishpava doctrines of trust in God’s grace and
self-surrender.
85, Ttid; C. Vi.,11,141; also K. N. V. (1648), VII, 76-81, 114, referring to the
temple (Sri-Narasimha-devana nilaya); Annals, 1. 89; Mys. Ray. Cha.,
24 (compare). For further references to this extant temple, see under
Gifts, Grants and Social life.
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was a prominent feature of Kanthirava’s religion. He
was devoted as much to Vishnu as to Siva (Hari-Hara-
bhaktiyoliruva),* while he worshipped his family deities
Lakshmikanta, Chamundesvari and Trinedvara® with no
less fervour. He is also said to have observed the Saiva
rites (Saiva-Vrata) as well® In his capital there not
only flourished Vaishnava and Saiva institutions (temples
and maths)® but also adherents of different creeds and
sects (such as the Bhagavatas, Vira-Vaishnavas, Matha-
dhipatis, Sivabhaktas, Jogis and Jangamas), who lived
side by side in friendly rivalry.®
Numerous were the gifts of Kanthirava-Narasaraja
‘Wodeyar to institutions and individuals,
Gifts, ete. both in and outside his kingdom.
Services in the temple of God Liakshmi-
Narasimha at Seringapatam engaged his constant
attention. That temple, it is said," was provided by him
withalofty enclosure-wall of stone (eltarada kalla pagalu),
an extensive verandah (bittarada katsale), a seven-
storeyed tower (élneleya gopura), mantapas, navaranga,
abodes for minor gods (parivara-devatalayangalum) and
a garbha-grha (gabbavane), besides a sacrificial pavilion
(ydga-$ale) and a spring festival pond (Vasanta-kola).
In the temple thus furnished, Kanthirava, it is added,
set up the image of Nrsimha with Nachyars and the
processional image of the God, together with minor
deities and Alvars, according to the Pdnchardtra and
other dgamas. He richly endowed this shrine with
ornaments of precious stones—including a jewelled crown

36. K. N. V., VII, 63. 37. Ibid, IV, 96. 38. Annals, 1. 93.

39, K. N. V., VII, 73-11t. For details, vide section on Social life—Citics
and towns.

40. Ibid, VI, 53, 62; XX, 45-47; XXI, 118, etc.

41. C. Vam., 37; C. Vi., 11, 141-142; Annals, I. 89-90; Mys. Raj. Cha.,l.c.;
see also under Social life, l.c.

49. Annals, 1. 90; Mys. Raj. Cha., lec.;also . Vam, and C. Vi, lc.;
M. A. R., 1918, p. 58, para 130 [E. C., Bangalore Dist. Suppl. Vol.,
Bn. 144 (1680), 11. 14-15].
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named Kantlirava-mudi—silken fabrics, plates, ‘cups,
utensils and v@kanams ; and arranged for the conduct of
daily, fortnightly, monthly and yearly services to the
DPresiding deity, setting apart the revenues of fertile villages
for the purpose. As part and parcel of his religion
(Vrata-dharma), Kanthirava, we learn,® also established
agrah@ras at Seringapatam (Padchimaranga), Karighatta
(Karigiri), Malkste (Yadavadri), éri-gailam, Benares
(Kasi), ‘Srirangam and Ramé$varam (Sétu), with
arrangements for the feeding of Brahmans and the
payment of annuities to deserving families, and provided
for the worship of God Bindu-Madhava and Viévanatha
at Benares and for the conduct of a Ramanuja-kita
(assembly of the followers of Ramanujicharya) at
Srirangam. He also set up feeding-houses (anna-satra)
throughout his kingdom and performed innumerable
deeds of charity (such as the celebration of marriages,
thread ceremonies, etc.) in aid of the poor and the needy.
Among the acts of piety Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar
1s credited with are :* the formation of a lake (named
Kanthirava-sarovara)in the Suka-tirtha at Seringapatam,
for use during the function of Gajendra-Moksha conducted
for God Ranganatha ; the establishment of an agrahdra
named Kapthirava-pura to the north of the Cauvery in
Seringapatam, with vrittis (shares) to the three sects of
Brahmans ; the construction of an extensive tank named
Narasambudhi by damming the Kaundini river, to raise
crops for services to God Nanjundésvara of Nanjangud ;
the extending of the towers, mantapas and outer and
inner enclosure-walls of the temple of Ranganatha and
the presentation of a jewelled crown named Vaikuntha-
mudi to that God; the extending of the tower of the

43. BE.C., III (1) Sr. 103 (1647), 11. 49-53; K. N. V., XXVI, 31-89; see also f.n.
63 infra and text thereto.

M. Annals, 1. 79, 82-83, 90-93; Mys. Raj. Cha., 24-95. Dévachandra speaks
also of grants of lands by Kanghirava to the Jain Basti at S’ravar}a-Belago}a
(Gommatapura) and rent-free gifts (umbali) to the Jain Brabmans, ete.,
(Raj, Kath., X11. 472).
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temple of Gangadharésvara in Seringapatam and the set-
ting up of the Panchalinga in that temple ; the execution
of repairs to the temple of Venkataramanpa at Karighatta
and the erection of steps to that hill ; the renovation of
the Gautama-ratha at the temple of Srikanth&évara at
Nanjangud; the layingout a garden (named Sringara-tota),
near the waste weir of the old tank in Mysore, on the
spot where his grandfather, Bola-Chamardja Wodeyar,
had been cremated; the construction of a large pond
(named Sringara-totada-kola) with bathing-ghats, to the
south of the Trindévara temple; the addition of a
verandah to the latter temple, with the images of
Chamundésvari, Panchalinga, Dakshinamurti and other
gods set up therein, and the erection of a spacious
kalyana-mantapa (marriage pavilion) behind the temple
of Tiakshmiramanasvami ab Mysore; the provision of
gifts and endowments to Goddesses Chimundésvari of
the Chamundi Hills and J valamukhi-Amma  of
Uttanahalli, and to the Saiva and Vaishnava temples at
Nanjangid, Tirupati, Mélkate and other sacred places,
according to the status of each of these temples; the
construction of a tank at Arikuthdra in the name of hig
father-in-law, Doddé Urs, and the laying out of a new
water-course—extant  as Bangaradoddi-kalve—near
Seringapatam, and naming it after Doddajamma, &
tavourite consort of his (gandharva-patni).

This last-mentioned act was, we are told,® the outcome
of a scheme to provide traffic facilities
to the public over the Cauvery when
it is in floods and, ordinarily, for the
supply of water to the inhabitants of the capital city.
The Cauvery, flowing to the south-west and the north-
west of the fort of Seringapatam, was, it 1s said,* bridged
at convenient points; then the river was dammed near
Chandra-vana, to the south of Gauntama-kshétra (where it

A scheme of public
utility, ¢. 1645-1648.

15. Annals, L. 9L. 46. Ibid.
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divides itself into two branches), and the water thus stored
in was led to the capital city by means of the canal running
from the bridge in the south-west. Kanthirava is
further said to have laid down that the crops raised
under the new scheme were to be set apart for services
in the temple of God Ranganitha of Seringapatam.?
In keeping with this account of the scheme is the
contemporary reference®® to the bridge adjoining both
branches of the Cauvery and the new canal surrounding
the city of Seringapatam, from which it seems obvious
that these monuments of Kanthirava's rule were con-
spicuous in Seringapatam already between ¢. 1645-1648.
Among the extant records of the reign of Kanthirava-

] Narasaraja Wodevar, the Gajjiganahalll
reg;zlgsmggiﬁgﬁer copper-plate grant, dated April 7,
1639,* registers the gift by him of the

village of Gajjiganahalli—under the name of Narasarat-
pura (divided into 24 shares)—to Védic Brahmans, for the
eternal benefit of his father (Bettada-Chamarija
Wodeyar) and as an offering to God Nrsimha. A lithic
record, dated December 7, 1640, refers to the grant
by Kanthirava, as rent-free, of the village of Puttanapura
in the Hangala-sthala of the Terakanambi-sime, for the
offerings to God Hanumanta (newly set up, with a
mantapa in the central street of Terakanambi, by one
Kempa-Narasimha Setti) and for the maintenanee of
a feeding-house for the daily distribution of food to

Brahmans nitya-kattaleya . . . Bréahmana-satra).
Another, dated March 15, 1642 speaks of the setting
47. Tbid.

48. K. N. V. (1648), V, 60-61: Ubhaya-kavériya bigidopputiha divya sétu
. dra balasi nere pariva kiluve ; also VII, 49 : nitana-galve.

49. K. C., 111 (1) Nj. 198: §. 1561, Pramathi, Chaitra, $ie. 15, This record is
impressed with the Boar seal (Vardha-mudre). Vide, on this point,
f.n. 56 infra.

50. Ibid, 1V (2) Gu. 10: 4. 1562, Vikrama, Pushya $u. 5, Monday. This record
alsobears the emblem of sovereignty of the world (Vamana-mudre,seel. 11).

51. 1. C., V (1) and (2) Cn. 163: Vishu, Phalgunc ba. 10, Tuesday. CI.
H.I. 8. I., p. 278
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up of God Basavésvara and the erection of a mantapa at
Channargyapatna by Channa Wodeyar, son of Doddaiya,
Prabhu of Kankanhalli, a feudatory of Kanthirava. A third,
dated March 10, 1643, records the grant by Kanthirava,
as an agrahdra (of 50 shares) to Purohit Linga-Bhatta
and other Brahmans, of the village of Marachahalli—
otherwise called Narasardja-pura—with its eight hamlets,
wet and dry lands, on the occasion of a solar eclipse.
An inscription from the Mackenzie Collection, dated April
26, 1645,% registers the gift by Kanthirava of lands in six
tributary villages (kaigdnikeya gramagalu), on the
occasion of the striking of the Kanthiraya-hanams. A
lithic record, dated April 27, 1647, mentions the
formation by Kanthirava of the agrahdra of Mattigodu
(south-east of Ramanathapura)—-named after himself—and
the grant of the same to selected Brahmans, divided into
13 shares, as an offering to God Narasimha (Sri-Nara-
simhdaya namah). A copper-plate inscription from Tonda-
nur, of the same date,” vefers to the grant by Kanthirava
of the village of Sukadore to the north of Mélkate
(Yadavadri), together with its seven hamlets, to Sri-
Vaishnava Brahmans, as an agrahdra under the name of
Kanthirava- Narasa-Nrpambodhi.  This record, it is
interesting, bears the king’s signature as Sri-Kanthirava-
Narasardju and is impressed with the Boar seal (Vardha-
mudre) > A lithic record, dated September 23,

52. Ibid, IV (2) Yd. 5: §. 1564, Chitrabhanu, Phalyuna ba. 30, Friday.
53. No. 18-15-20, pp. 36-37; 4. 1667, Parthiva, Vaisakha su. 11.
54. 1. C., V(1) and (2) Ag. 64 : Sarvajit, Vaisakhe $u. 3. This record, again,
is impressed with the Boar seal [seep. 770 (Text) in V (2)] :
Rajesa Kanthirava-Narasa-nrpah $asanam karwytod
Samnyag-varaha-mudram taduparicha param sthapayitod likhitva |
See also f.n1. 56 dnfra,
55. K.C., I1I (1) Sr. 103 : Ibid.
56. Ibid, 1. 154-155: _
Rajebha Kanthirava-Narasa-nypa-ssasanam kirayitvd
Seemyag-vardha=-mndeam taduparvicha povaw sthapayitea lkhitoa ]
This record poings, significantly enough, to Kanghirava's local position
when he was at the height of his power—particularly after the siege of
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1647, refers to the construction of a pond and a stone math
in Channarayapatna by Kempanna-Gauda of Kasulagere,
an agent of Doddaiya of Kankanhalli, feudatory of Kanthi-
rava. Between c. September 1647 and April 1648, we have
lithic records® referring, among other things, to the
construction of a temple (of three ankanams) to Gadde-
Ramégvara, a pond, a well and an evening math (sandhya-
matha), at Channariyapatna, by Doddaiya himself.
Another record, a lithic one, dated December 8, 1647
speaks of the grant by Kanthirava of the village of
Balakuli to Brahmans of various gotras and satras. A
nirapa of Kanthirava, dated March 14, 1649 and addressed
to Channaiya of the Pattana-hobli-vichara,® refers to the
setting up of a stone slab ($ilapratisthebagye) in Tiru-
malasdgara, and communicates an order to the effect that
the boundariesof villages under Tirumalasagara-agrahara
should be fixed up and that the supply of water thereto
from the tank of Tonntr (Tondanir) should, as usual, be
conducted in perfect security. The nirapa, it was further
ordered, was to be got copied in the kadita of the Chavadi-
karanika and returned. A lithic record, dated October
21, 1650,% refers to the erection of a navaranga-pattasdle
and an enclosure-wall—for God Venugopala set up in Ane-
Bagur—and the promotion of a work of merit by
Kotturaiya, Kanthirava's agent at Saligrama. This

Piriydpatna. In the present state of our epigraphical knowledge, the
use of the Boar seal, in the public documents of the Rulers of Mysore,
seems to have actually begun under Kanthirava-Narasarija Wodeyar,
although his predecessor, Chamarija Wodeyar, had already claimed the
title of Dharani-Varaha (vide Ch. VI). See also f.n. 49 and 54 suprda.

67. E. C., V(1) and (2 Cn. 159: 5. 1569, Sarvajit, Asvija su. 5.

58. Ibid, Cn. 158, 160 and 165 : Sarvajit-Sarvadhari, Vaisakha su.

59. . C., IX Cp. 23: Sarvajit, Margasira ba. 7.

60. I.M.C., No. 19-1-55 (Extract No. 2): Virodhi, Chaitra su. 11. The actual
expressions nsed ave: Tirwmalusigarada agrahirakke salluva grama-
galige yellegatta nillisi  koduvudu ; Pirumalasagarada gramagalige
Topnara kereyinda praku mévege nirannu lodist, surakshitadalli nadisi-
Fonpdu baradu.  This record points sufficiently to Kanthirava’s solicitude
for the welfure of rural folk.

61. £. C., V(1) and (2) Cu. 185: Vikriti, Kartika su. 7,
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document further records that the erection of the teruple
was begun by Lingaiya of Yelandur (Yalavandur), that
the navaranga, enclosure-wall, pattasale and other items
of work were actually carried out by Nanjaiya, son of
Kottiraiya, and that, in the entire undertaking, he was
assisted by the local $anabhogs (Sénabhoga), Nariyapaiya
and Chikkarasaiya, as well as by the Palace $anabhogs,
Mailaraiya and Govindaiya, while the temple itself was
finished by one Basavaiya. A much worn out lithic
record, in front of the Anjanéya temple at Madapura,
belonging to ¢. 1650,%2 mentions the grant by Kanthirava
of thirteen villages for services to God Narasimha.
Another, of about the same time,” is a stone charter of
Kanthirava granting in perpetuity the village of Honganur
—with the adjoining villages—in the Hadinad-sime, to
provide for the continuance of his works of merit in
Benares (Kagi) through his Purohit, Linga-Bhatta, the
items of works, enumerated in the record, being as follows :
charities, anointment of Vigveévara and other Gods,
illuminations with Sahasra-nama (reciting of onethousand
names of the deity), offerings and rites at all the Parvas,
bathing-gifts during the three months of Mdagha,
Vaisakha and Kartika (January-February, April-May
and October-November), feeding 100 Brahimans daily,
annual allowance to God Kaginatha and bathing in Magha
at Prayaga. Another lithic record, dated February 10,
1651,% registers the setting up of God Somésvara at
Anati village, during the régime of Doddaiya, feudatory
of Kanthirava, in Channarayapatna. Another, dated May,
94, 1651,% refers to the setting up of Naga-bhaktaiya and
the building of a mantapa at the temple of Iévara, in the
Dindagiru village, by Doddaiya himself. We have also

62. M. A. R., 1914-1915, p. 63, para 107.

63. H. C., IV (2) Ch. 42; see also text of t.n. 43 supre and M. 4. R., 1931,
No. 58, p. 155, referring to * Kasi-dharmada grama.’

64. Ibid, V (1) and (2) Cu. 202. §. 1572, Vilriti, Magha ba. 14, Monday. Cf.
H.I 8.1, p. 275

65. Ibid, Cn. 171: s. 1573, Khara, Jyéstha su. 15, Saturday.
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a lithic record, dated March 19, 1655,% in which Dalavai
Lingarijaiya (Linge-Gauda?) is said to have made a
grant of lands belonging to Narasipura, attached to the
Saragur-sthala, for the decorations, festivals, offerings
and illuminations of God Narasimha. Another, a damaged
one, dated 1655,% seems to refer to a service of Dalavai
Hamparijaiya (Hampaiya) in the Ardra-Kapale§vara
temple at Erode. A third one, dated March 1657,%
speaks of Kanthirava as having caused to be made the
image of God Arkeévara for the Antarahalli agrahara.

An authentic statue of Kanthirava, a Bhakta-vigraha—
with his name in Kannada (Kanthirava-
Narasaraja Wadayaravaru) inscribed
on the pedestal—is to be seen in a room
to the left of the Eanga-mantapa of the temple of Nara-
simhasvdmi at Seringapatam.® It is a magnificent
figure of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, about three and
a half feet high, standing on a high pedestal with folded
hands. Kanthirava is represented as wearing a long robe,
girt with a sword, shield and dagger on the left side, and
with large ear-rings and Vira-pendeya (hero’s insignia)
on the right foot. Altogether a beautifully carved statue,
presenting in life-like fashion the majestic bearing of
Kanthirava-Narasarija Wodeyar as a warrior-devotee.
A similar statue of his is to be seen in a pavilion of the
temple of Trinayanéévara in the Mysore fort.

During the reign of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar—

Social life: o especially in the earlier part of it—the
1638-1648. Cities and  capital city of Seringapatam was an
fows: important centre of social life. It was
a beautiful and flourishing city, with
its well-furnished and well-guarded fort (kote) adorned

GEIbid, 1V (2) Hg. 49: §. 1576, Jaya, Phalguna ba. 17, Monday ; see also f.n.
98 in Ch. VIII.

67. M. E. R., 1910-1911, No. 170 (. M. P., 1. 535, Cb. 150): Manmatha ; see
also f.n. 189 in Ditto.

68. E. C., IV (2) Kr. 89: Hévilambi, Chaitra su.

69. M. A. R., 1912, p. 56, para 125; also p. 2, para 8 (B. C., Mys. Dist,
Suppl. Vol., Sr. 176).

Authentic statues
of Kanthirava.

1. Seringapatani.
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with lofty ramparts (afvér:), bastions (kottala), spikes
(tene), flag-staffs (denkant), trenches (agalu) and guard-
rooms at the entrances (bdgila sejje); with its broad main
streets (visdla vidhigalu), named after the Sun and the
Moon (Ravi-Sadi vidhi), lined with the storeyed mansions
(harmya, upparige) of princes, nobles and chiefs; with
its minor streets (keri), wherein resided poets, scholars,
ministers, courtiers, people following different trades and
professions (including the courtezans), merchants and the
military, among others; and with its principal gates
(namely, the Eastern Gate, the Mysore Gate and the
Bijapur Gate) lined with horse-stables (asvagala liya)
and elephant-stables (gajada $alegalu), containing horses
and elephants captured in war (with Bijapur and Tiru-
mala Nayaka of Madura, etc.) and sent in as tribute by the
Changglvas and by the chiefs of Kodagu (Coorg), Konkana,
Kongu, Maleyala and other places. Conspicuous in

70. K. N. V. (1648}, VI, 3-74, 91, 93, 198; VII, 1-9. Compare the generai
topography of Seringapatam, described here, with the topography of
Vijayanagar as given by Domingo Paes (1520) (Sewell, A Forgotten
Empire, pp. 284-289). The two accounts are not identical but the
similarity in respect of outlines of planning is rather striking from the
point of view of influence of Vijayanagar traditions on Mysore. See also
f.n. 71 énfra. Among the various classes of people depicted in the
K. N. V. as residing in Seringapatam during the reign of Kanthirava
were: the nobility (dore manneyaru), poets and scholars (kavigalu,
vidvamsarw), connoisseurs of arts (kala-kovidarw), ministers (mantri-
galu), accountants (karanikaru), physicians (vaidyarw), songsters
(gayakaru), actors, buffoons and conﬁdaﬁnts (nata-nayaka, parihasaka,
vinodigalu), Brahmans, Vokkaligas, Sivabhaktas, Vira-Vaishnavas,
courtezans (salegéri, sile-vafike, vésya-vata), dancers (natuviga),
perfumers (gandiga), metal workers (bogara), oil-mongers (tilagataka),
copper-smiths (tamra-mardakara), painters (chitriga), weavers (séligaru),
barbers (nayinda), tailors (chippiga), cobblers (muchehiga), athletes
(malla), conjurers (jalagararu), merchants (haradara grhagalu), torch-
bearers (divafigaru), cattle-keepers (kotfageyaru), mahouts (gajars-
hakaru), royal cavaliers (raya-ravutaru), foot-soldiers skilled in handling
weapons (battisiyudhagala subhataru), heads of the military (vontéri-
gara naéyakaru) and menials (iligadavaru) (VI, 35-74, 91, 93, 198;
VII, 1-9, etc.). For details of arms, ammunition, etc., stored in the
Seringapatam fort, see Appendix IX. The K. N. V. is mainly drawn
upon throughout this section, making due allowance for the prevailing
erotic sentiment (Sringara) and the literary devices employed by the
contemporary poet, Govinda-Vaidya. For a detailed account and

" estimate of the work, see under Literary activity.
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the city was the king’s Palace (aramane), with its
superbly sculptured masonry walls (bhetti), exquisitely
carved storeys (nelevada, upparige) and the most artisti-
cally decorated pavilions and apartments, namely, Hiriya-
hajara (principal or Durbar Hall), Lakshmi-vildsa,
Saundarya-vilisa, Madana-vilasa, Durgd-mantapa,
Sarada-mantapa, Bhuvanésvari, Indira-mandira, Ban-
gara-chauki, Vijaya-bhavana, Chitra-$ale (picture-
gallery), Ayudha-$ale (armoury), Nataka-$ale (theatre),
Majjana-s$ale (bath-room), N ama-tirtha-bhavana (Nama-
tirtha pavilion), Bhojana-§@le (dining-hall), Bokkasa

bhandara (treasury vaults), etc.”™ Conspicuous
also in the city were the temples of Liakshmi-Narasimha
(newly constructed, with prakara, pillars, capitals, richly
ornamented canopy, tower with pinnacle, brindavanam,
dipa-mala pillar, mantapas, vahanams, garbha-grha, ete.)
and Ranganatha (with the prakara, dipa-mala@ pillar,
mantapas, tapestried canopy, sculptured figures of
elephants at the gates, dva@rapdlakas, the images of
Varadardja, Mannar-Narasimha, Vénugopala, shrines of
Ranganétha and the goddesses, images of Emberumannar

71. Ibid, VII, 21-58; XXII, 56-60. The Palace at Seringapatam, above
referred to, no longer exists. The extensive site where it was located
(i.e., to the right of the temple of Ranganatha) is now marked by a
commemomtlve mantap—pointing to the birthplace of H. H. Sri
Krishnaraja Wodeyar I1I—put up by H. H. Sri Krishnarija Wodeyar IV
on July 1, 1915 (see Mys. Gaz., IL. iv. 3144). Tt is, however, interesting
to note that the present Palace at Mysore corresponds, in respect of
punclpal chambers and apartments, with the old Palace at Seringapatam.
This is, perhaps, an indication of how the Vijayanagar idea has persisted
through centuries. Seringapatam having been, for long, the seat of the
southern (or Karnataka) viceroyalty, there seems little doubt that
the Palace there was closely modelled after the Vijayanagar one and
improvements effected thereto from ftime to time by the rulers of
Mysore. For a connected account of the influence of Vijayanagar
traditions on Mysore, vide Appendix IX.

Compare the description of the interior of the Palace at Vijayanagar as
given by Paes (Sewell, Ibid, l.c). Although Paes, being a foreign
observer, could not be expected to mention the exact names of all the
apartments in that Palace, yet the description left by him would
seem to correspond, in respect of the principal items, with the account
of the Palace at Seringapatam. The similarity is thus significant,
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and the Alvars,etc).” Among other temples in different
parts of the city were those of Tiruvenkatésvara (in the
Agarada-keri, v.e., agrahdra), Tirumaléévara and Béte-
Raya (in the A kkiya-kéri, i.e., street where rice was bought
and sold), Gangadharé$vara, Virésa, Moradiya-Tirumala-
Raya, Narasimha-Murti and Bagila-Venkaté&s$vara (situated
in the Hora-kéri, i.e., outskirts of the city). Among the
maths in the city were Dodda-Hampaiyana-matha,
Maleya-matha, Viraktara-matha and Dasshada-matha.™
Another flourishing city during the reign was Mysore,
with its well-equipped and equally well-
2. Mysore. guarded fort adorned with the newly
constructed spirals (nitana tene), ram-
parts, bastions, flag-staffs and the moat; with its main
streets and minor streets—lined with storeyed mansions and
houses inhabited by princes, courtiers, poets, scholars and
professional people (including courtezans); with its
elephant and horse stables and the armoury (jina-$ale);
with its Palace, containing the Durbar Hall (6laga-sale,
hiriya-hajara, hajarada-totti), council-chamber
mantapa-grha),  picture-gallery  (chitrada-chavadi),
theatre (nataka-sale), dining-hall (bhdjana-$ale), bed-
chamber (se¢jjeya sadana), chandra-$dle, namatirtha
pavilion (n@matirtha-chauki), front verandah (moga-
saleya tottr) and abode of worship (aramaneya degulaj;
and with its temples of Trinayana (Trinédvara), Lakshmi-
kanta, Bigila-Hanuma and Bhoégi-Bhushana and Kala-
Bhairava (on the tank-bund, tatikaderiyali).”

/

72, Ilid, VII, 73-11). 78. Thid, 112-113. 74. Ibid, 114.

75. [bid, 11, 25-82, 107, 109-111; see also C. Vam., 45-46; Annals, 1. 79-80.
The planning of the town of Mysore and of the Palace there seems to
have been distinctly after the Vijayanagar models at Seringapatam
(see fn. 70 and 71 supra). Among the various classes of people
depicted in the K. N. V. as residing in Mysore during the reign
of Kanthirava were: members of the Royal Family (Rajaputraru),
poets, scholars and disputants (karapikaru, Véda-sastra-sampannaru,
tarkikaru), musicians, including lutists (gayakarv, nadavidarw,
vainikaru), dancers (natuviga), libertines, jesters and confidants (vita
vidishaka nagarika pithamardana), courtezans (silegéri, vésyd-vita),
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Among the towns, Mélkote was, as already referred to,
, a prominent centre of Sri-Vaishna-
8. Melkote. vism, with its main gate (perbagilu),
principal street (Sri-vidhi), Sri -gopura-
dvara, pond (kalyani), temple of Tirunariyanasvami
(with the images of the God and the Goddess and the
Sri-Vaishnava saints, the Ranga-mantapa, etc.) and the
Palace (aramane), with the inner pavilion (ola-chauki)
and the namatirtha pavilion (n@matirthada chauki).™
The general conditions of living' during the period,
particularly in the cities of Seringa-
General culture. patam and Mysore, are perhaps best
reflected in the references”™ to the
storeyed mansions (harmya, upparige, karumdda) of
the richer classes; houses—with flat roofs (malige) and
plastered pavements (kuttima)—of the middle classes ;
and the ordinary dwellings (mane) of the humbler folk.
The market-place (angadi-k2ri)™ in these cities was an
index of the growing wealth of the times, which is
further evidenced by the marked taste for luxuries that
was being exhibited by the people of the higher strata of
society—particularly in their use of silken and lace fabrics
(patte, paithami, dukila, chinambara, pitambara,
Jaratari)™ and ornaments of various descriptions as, for
instance, ear, finger and nose rings (chaukuli, 5le, UNGUTQ
mitgutt), bangles, wristlets, bracelets and anklets (bale,
kadaga, kankana, névura or napura) and strings,
necklaces, medallions and tassels (sara, hara, padaka,

athletes (mallaru) and people of different castes and creeds (nana-
varpe janarw) (II, 69-74, 82, 10T). For details of arms, ammunition,
ete., stored in the Mysore fort, vide Appendix IX. The Annals (I. 79)
refers to jina-sale for jana-sale, a colloquial form. See alsof.n. 70 supra.

76. C. Vam., 117, 121, 125-135, 138, 147, 149, 152, 156, ete.; see also f.n. 86
infra. .

77. K. N. V., II, 69-70, 74-75, 86-89; VI, 36-40, 43-46, 51, 54-62, etc.

8. Ibid, 11, 82; VI, 63-74.

9. Ibid, VI, 55,70; VIII, 82; IX, 71; X, 21; XXI, 112; XXII, 19, 58, 72;
XXIII, 80-86 ; XXIV, 44; XXV, 59, 73, 83, 100-101, 134, etc.

12
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kantha-male, kuchchu).®  Sacred and secular lore alike
flourished in their pristine purity and vigour. We have
reference to Brahmanical scholars, “ experts in six
Sastras, four Védas and the Puranas,” in Seringapatam
and Mysore® ; to &ri-Vaishnava Brihmans, teaching,
expounding and studying the Vedas, the Dravida-
Prabandha, poetry (kavya), logic (tarka), Dharma-
$astras, grammar ($abda), Mimamsa, Vedanta and the
Panchardtragama, in Mélkate ; and to oblations to fire
(agnihstradajyahuti, homadhima) in these places.”
Govinda-Vaidya, author of the Kanthirava-Narasardja-
Vijayam, was himself, as he says,* a devoted student of
the Védas and Sastras (adhyayandadi sakalamantra-
$astrava vidyavenisi). Alasingararya (Singaraiyangar
II of Kausdika-gotra, also known as Nrsimha-Suri), a
typical §ri-Vaishnava scholar of the time, was, as he
is depicted to us,” a master of two systems of philosophy
(Ubhaya-Vedanta), of the texts of Sri-Bhashya and
Sruta-Prakdsike, grammar and rhetoric (Pada .

Vakya), Smriti, Itihasa, Purdnas (including the Gita),
Véda and Vedanta (including the Upanishads) and the
thirty-two Brakma-Vidyas. He is further depicted® as
wearing a head-dress of red-coloured silken cloth (mudiyol
dharisida raktapattosnisamum) with projecting and
fluttering black and yellow borders (kdla-karbatteya
serangugalum), having on his forehead the charac-
teristic ~ Sri-Vaishnava marks (@rdhva-pundra and
$ri-chivrpa-tilaka), with ear-rings (chaukulr)
the sacred thread (yajnopavita), strings of pearls
(muttinekkasara) and of tulasi and ta@vare vosaries

80. Ibid, II, 91-95, 98-99; VI, 66-68, 102-104; IX, 71-76; X, 20-21; XXI,
14-17; XXIIL, 81 ; XXIV, 18-76 ; XXV, 73-86, 90-91, 101, etc.

81. Itid, VI, 41; II, 72. 82. C. Vam., 115, 152-1563 ; see also f.n. 85 infra.

83. K. N. V., VL, 50; C. Vam., 153. 84. Ibid, 1, 11,

85. (. Vam., 45-48. TReferences from this work are, chronologically,
applicable to the reign of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, of whom
both Alasingardrya and his friend, Doddadévardja, were contemporaries,
vide Appendix V—(2) ; see also under Domestic life.

86. Ibid, 47.
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(tolasidavare-manigala sarangalum), and as having
covered his entire body with a pair of white-coloured
garments of silk (meyyol podedutta dhavala-pattam-
$uka-yugalamum).  Védic students at Meélkote are
described as holding in their hands¥ the paldda staff
(pidida palasa-dandamum), wearing white garments
(utta belvatte), the thread of maunjs grass thrice
surrounding their waists (marum balasum suttida
maunjiyum) and the sacred thread (yagndpavita), and
covering their bodies with the antelope’s skin (podeda
krishadjinamum) and the @rdhva-pundra marks. Scholars
reciting the Prabandha are referred to® as having a
serene countenance ($anti-rasam tumbi) and wearing the
Sri—Vaishnava marks on their bodies and red-coloured
garments and strings of ¢tulasi and tGvare beads (podedutta
talirgaviyudegalum  dharisida tulasi-tavare-mani-
gala-malsarangalum). The Epicsand the Puranas were,
we find,* popular with the folk. Among secular subjects,
poetry, music and dancing occupied a prominent place in
the fashionable society of the time.® Women generally
appear depicted as cultured and accomplished.™
In contrast with the peace and studied quiet normally
o prevailing at Meélkote, daily life in the
mg”tlslf'e:f_e’ YU capital city, and to some extent in
Mysore city also, appears to have been,
ordinarily, full of bustle and excitement. This was due
to the fact that these places were as much of military as of
civil importance. We have references® to scenes of horses

87. Ibid, 152. 88. Ibid.

89. K. N. V., V,560; VIII, 36; X'VIII, 142-148 ; XXI, 118, 122 C. Vam.,
160, etc. .

90. Ibid, II, 72-73; VI, 42, 48, 56, 176-177; VI1II, 19, 33-36, 55-69 ; XXI,
64-88, 108-116, 118-122, etc. References to Bharatacharya and the
technique of dancing as described in his Natya-Sastra are significant.

Dancing, as an art, appears to have attained a high standard of
technical perfection during the period.

9L. Ibid, VII, 44; VIII, 70-75, 81; XXIV, 4-5, 15, ete.; see also f.n. 100
nfra.
92, Ibid, 11, 55-56 ; VI, 83, 58.

12%*
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and elephants passing through the streets to and from
the watering-places and to royal cavaliers (raya-ravutaru)
riding through the city. Of perhaps greater interest are
scenes® of princes and sons of the nobles (rajaputraru,
arasu-makkalu), in the public streets of the city, engaged
in prancing the horvses (tgjigalanu kunisuvarw), riding the
young elephants at will (kalabhavanu bidivarisuva) and
taking an active interest in witnessing ram-fights (tagara
jagala), bull-fights (gili-kalagagale), cock-fights
(kukkutagala kadipa) and fights of wagtails and other
birds (sipale, gaujala, etc.) ; of the sons of chiefs (doregala
kuvararu) returning from the gymnasium (garads) with
weapons in their hands; of princesses passing through,
seated in palankeens (pallakkiyéri) ; of fashionable people
(sogasugdrarw) walking along the prominent parts of the
city ; and of watersheds (aravattige) where water was
being distributed to thirsty wayfarers. Dice (pagade)
and chess (chadurunga) seem to have formed the
common items of amusements in the polite society of
the period.*

More impressive still was the court culture of the

Court cwlture: Deriod: the Palace at Seringapatam, no
costume and per- less at Mysore,® with the richly
sonal adornment. tapestried and ornamented halls and
chambers, adorned by architraves (badige), pillars (kamba),
roofings (love), canopies (méelkattugalu) and fissures and
lattices (bhittigalu, jalandra), was itself a scene of great
attraction. Indeed it was another index of the wealth of
the capital city ; the tastes of the times found adequate
expression here. Among the items of dress and personal
adornment of Kanthirava-Narasaridja Wodeyar, generally,
were®™ garments overlaid with high class pearls (kattani-
macttu-tettisidudige-y o la l a v a t t u-mereda-duppatade),
93. Ibid, 11, 76-77; VII, 10-20; II, 54; VI, 75-80, 197.
94, Ibid, I1, 76, 96-97; V1, 117-120, 197.
95. 1bid, VII, 30-43, 96, Ibid, XXIV, 51-74; XXII, 60,
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ornamented coatee (navaratna-khachitada . . . kalli),
filigreed turban (misuniya rummalu) set with a crest of
diamonds (divya vajrada mirupa tur@y:, sirpésh turdys),
tika of musk on his forehead (nosalige kattwri-tilaka),
ear-rings of pearls and sapphires (nuttina chaukuli,
nilada bavuly), necklaces, medallions (kantha-male,
padaka) and rings of precious stones (nava-ratna),
wristlets and bracelets (kadaga, kankana, tola-bhapuri)
set with pearls, waistbands (kati-siatra), badges for the
feet (charana-pendeyagalu), set with, it is said, precious
stones from the crowns of supplicant chiefs ($arandgata-
rada doregala mukuta-ratnagala), and ornamented
sandals (ratnada hdvuge). On ceremonial occasions
Kanthirava is depicted” as wearing an outer silken
garment (patteya dhotra), upper cloth (bahirvasa) and a
coloured head-dress (rangu manikada kuwldyi), with the
usual #2ka of musk (katturi-n@ma) on the forehead.
Prominent courtiers like the Dalavai, ministers (mantri-
$arw) and chiefs (mandalikas) are mentioned® as
wearing silken garments (paivrane duppata, paitaneya
dukiila), lace turbans (jarata@ra rummdalu, mundasw) and
ear-rings, necklaces and medallions. The royal cavaliers
(raya-ravutaru), military officers (n@yakarw), prominent
warriors (subhataru), officials of the king’s body-guard
(margavalithgadavarw) and the attendants in the king’s
personal service (sammukhadiiligadavary) are rveferred
to™ as wearing close-collared long coats (dagale), silken
waistbands or sashes (patteya datti}, red-coloured loin
cloth (kunkwma-gase), upper garment (uttarige), ear-rings,
bracelets, wristlets, etc. The accomplished ladies of the
court (kovideyarw), including the queens (raniyaru),
appear depicted as wearing silken and lace garments
(patte, pitambara, chinambara) ot variegated colours and

97, Ibid, XX1I, 59, 61.
98. 1bid, XX11, 82; XXIII, 79-81, 83; XXV, 79, 83, 86, 100, 102, etc,
99. Ibid, XXIII, 84-89.
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patterns (chandragdvi, poppuli, bombeya-barahada-patte,
etc.), and ornaments of various kinds.!®
Among the personal servants of Kanthirava, as already
indicated, were some of the subjugated
feudatories themselves. Thus, Muddaiya
of Nagamangala was the bearer of the
king’s pouch (hadapa); Nanjanna of Malavalli was a
menial (sanchi) ; Rajaiya of Terakanambi was the bearer
of the spittoon (kalanji); Guruvanna of Kannambadi, of
the goblet (chambu), and Kotturaiya of Kikkeri, of the
ceremonial garments (pavade).®™ Other officials in the
personal service of Kanthirava were!®: Basavaiya,
bearer of his sword (Narasardjendrana kattiya
pididiha); Viranna, head of the Avasarada-hobli
(avasaradadhika Virapne) department (a service attend-
ing to urgent calls in the Palace); Venkatapati-Jetti,
personal attendant of the king (bhipana charandbjo-
vididiha) ;  Dhanvojaiya, furnisher of ornaments
(abharanava tandiva) ; Krishnaiya, lute-player (vineya) ;
Bharati-Nanja, poet (kavt); and Sangaiya, jester
(hasyada). He had also servants to hold mirrors
(kannadiyavanu), chowries (kuncha) and fans (bisanige),
besides the Huzar minister (rayara sammukhada
mantre),'
The daily Durbar @itydtsavadolaga) of Kanthirava,
o during the period, was noted for its
His daily Durbar : . .
and local titles. magnificence and was fully expressive
of the spirit of the times. Ordinarily

Kanthirava’'s
personal servants.

100. Ibid, XXIV, 5, 15, 1848, etc.; see also f.n. 79 and 80 supra and text
thereto. The ladies of the court are frequently referred to as having
been well-versed in astrology, poetry, drama, music and sastras (jyotisa
kavya nataka sastra sangita-riti kovideyaru; nand bage vidyadabale-
yarw; sarva $astra kovideyaru—Ibid, VII, 44; VIII, 81 and XXIV,
5, etc.). See the accounts of Paes and Nuniz for similar contemporary
references to the culture of court ladies (their costume, personal
adornment, etc.), particularly at the court of Vijayanagar (Sewell, Ibid,
pp. 278-274, 382, ete.; also Mys. Gaz., 11, iii. 1906-1907).

101. Ibid, XXV, 54-55, 57-59. 102. [Ibid, 75-77, 80, 86-87, 92.

103, Ibid, 78, 88.
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Kanthirava used to hold the Durbar during night, in the
Lakshmi-vilasa chamber of his Palace at Seringapatam,
seated on the jewelled and richly ornamented throne,
“served by twice-eight fair ones holding chowries in
their hands,” and honoured with the emblems in gold
of the fish, crocodile, conch and discus. Among those
who used to attend his Durbar were musicians (gaya-
karw), poets (kavigalu), Védic scholars (Veda-vidaru),
Bharatis (rveciters of the Bharata), disputants (t@rkika-
ru), intimate ministers (@pta-mantrigalu), accountants
(karankairw), the Commander-in-Chiet {dalapati), royal
cavaliers  (raya-ravutaru), feudatories and chiefs
(manneya-mandalikaru), and ambassadors from foreign
courts (dekku-dikkina doregala rayabhdrigalu). Dancing
(nd@tya) and music of the guitar (fumbura) and the lute
(vina) ; learned disputations of scholars in Bhdrata,
Puranas, dramaturgy (nataka), politics (niti-$dstra),
logic (tarka) and grammar ($abda), recitation and
expounding of the LKpics (Bharata-Ramdyana-punya-
katheya saratarade . . . 6di); submisson of reports
by the ministers, Dalavii, feudatories and others; and
the honouring of the Durbaris with betel and clothes
(ileya, udugore)—these were among the principal items
of the programme of the Durbar, at the end of which
Kanthirava used to retire to his apartment in the
Palace.'™ Among the local titles by which Kanthirava

104. . C., V (1) and (2) Ag. 64. See text on p. 767 of V (2):
8ri-Rangesapure svakiya bhavane Lakshmi-vilase sadd
Nanda chitra vichitrite snanilasat simhasanadhigthitah |
Charvastadvaya-chamaranchita-karaih kantajanaissévital
Sauvarnair jhasa-sankha-chakra-makaraih sat-kétubhil pijitah|j;

K. N. V., VIII, 1-95; see also Ibid, XI, 125; XV, 119; XXV, 11, etc.,
referring to Kanthirava being served by chamber-maids. Cf. Paes’s
account referring to the king’s daily routine, dancing, chamber-maids,
etc., in the Palace at Vijayanagar (Sewell, Ibid, pp. 249, 265-279; also
Mys. Gaz., 11. iii. 1907). Wilks (1. 61) speaks of Kanthirava as having
been * noted as the author of a new and more respectful etiquette at
his court’’ [Ttalics ours]—a position confirmed and supplemented by
the account given above.
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was addressed during the Durbars of the period were :'®
Karnataka-Chakrésvara (Emperor of the Karnataka
country); Andhra-bala-sangha-karikula therd of elephants
to the forces of the Andhra chiefs), drydndhra-nripa-
garva-parvatae-kulié@Gyudha (thunderbolt to the moun-
tain, the proud Andhra kings) ; Teirumala-N ayaka-
chaturangabala-vallari-lavitra (sickle to the bunch, the
four-fold army of Tirumala Nayaka); Parabala-méghanila
(gale to the clouds in the form of armies of hostile kings) ;
Ripuraya-nikara-sarabha-bhérunda (double-headed eagle
to the assemblage of enemy kings); Samastorvisa-
makuta-manigana-ranjita-pada-padma (with the assem-
blage of precious stones from the crowns of various
chiefs, shining at his feet) ; Sangara-vijaya-vadhitisa
(lord of the goddess of victory on the field of battle) ;
and Kote-kolahala {occupier of forts amidst great
uproar). 'These titles, literary flourishes apart, are
indicative of the profound impression created by
Kanthirava’s political position on his local contempora-
ries during ¢.1642-1648.
By far the most characteristic expression of contem-
porary life is discernible in the public
Feostivals. festivals celebrated during the period.
These attracted not only the local
populace but people from far and near. All classes of
people appear freely participating in them. The birthday
(Tirunakshatram) of Sri-Ramanujacharyar, annually
celebrated at Malkote under the constellation of Aridra
in the month of Chaitra ( March-April), was, according
to the'® Chikkadévaraya-Vamsavali, a great festival
{(piriyukkevam), attended by Sri-Vaishnava celebrities
105. K. N. V., I, 21.93, 26-27; XIII, 35, 39; XIV, 49, 111; XVIIIL, 174;
XIX, 69; XXI, 195; XXV, 18, etc. Cf. inscriptions of Kanthirava,
only some of which mention his usual titles, namely, Birud-antembara-
ganda, Rajadhiraja-paramésvara, Sri-Virapratapa {See E. C., III (1)
Sr. 103; V (1) and (2) Cn. 160, 165; IV (2) Ch. 42; Hg. 49, for the years
1647-1635.
106. p. 113,
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from different countries (palavum divya-desangalindey-
tarpa dé$ika-sartha). Doddadévardja Wodeyar (eldest
son of Muppina-Dévaraja Wodeyar and cousin brother of
Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar) from Mysore, it would
appear,’” also paid a visit to Mélkote on one such
occasion (c. 1643-1644), accompanied by his friend and
preceptor, Alasingararya. At Seringapatam, the Vasan-
totsava'® (spring festival) and the Dindina-utsava,'®
annually conducted for God Ranganatha during the
bright half of Chaitra, were evidently very popular ; and
Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar himself is depicted'®
to have once personally witnessed them, accompanied by
his ministers, chiefs and courtiers. Next in importance
and popularity were the Gajéndra-Tirunal™ {(Gajéndra-
Moksha) and the car festival™® (rathotsava) of God
Ranganitha at Seringapatam. We have an elaborate
account® of these as conducted about February
1647, when' Lingarajaiya  (Lingardjéndra) was
the Dalaval of Kanthirava in succession to Nanja-
rajalya and when Linge-Gauda was the Mayor of
the capital city. The Gajendra-Tirunadl formed
part of the programme of the car festival of Ranga-
natha and was preceded by the initiatory ceremony
(ankurarpana) and the flag-hoisting ceremony (dhvaja-
patarohana) and by such processions of the God as the
Pushpakatsava, Séshotsava and Garudotsava™ It was
conducted on the sixth day at the Tirunal-mantapa® (in
the Suka-tirtha of the Kanthirava-sarévara, newly
constructed during the early years of Kanthirava's reign)

107. See C. Vam., 113, 158-160; see also under Domestic life and f.n. 167
infra.

108. K. N. V., VII, 110; IX, 56; also see Mys. Gaz., IL. iii. 1906 (citing
S. K. Aiyangar’s Sources, pp. 142-143, and referring to the popularity
of the Chaitra festival in Vijayanagar).

109. Ibid, IX, 59. 110. Ibid, 56,64, 67, 98-100, etc.

111. Ibid, VII, 110; XXIII, 22-23, 51-58,

112. Ibid, VII, 109; see also Chs. XXIII-XXV.

113. Ibid, Chs. XXIII-XXV. 114. Ibid, XXI1I, 21-23; XXV, 44, 56.

115, Ibid, XXIII, 41-50. 116, Lbid, 51-58.
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and was followed by the car festival of Ranganatha and
the Aévarshandtsava, Jalakridotsava, the Pushpakotsava
and other items of services.™” The capital city of
Seringapatam was tastefully decorated on the occasion,
it presenting a gay and festive appearance. And there
was a huge concourse of people (including, it is said,
the Telugas, Tigulas, Konkanas, Maleyalas and the
Karnatas) assembled to witness the festivities."® We
have not only a spectacte™® of Kanthirava himself wit-
nessing the Gajendra-Tirunal-Utsavam but also a
picturesque scene'™ in which he is depicted as proceeding
to take part in the car festival of Ranganatha, seated on
the state horse (divydsva) and accompanied by his Dalavai,
ministers, feudatories, courtiers and others and all the
insignias, and as returning to the Palace after perform-
ing his devetion to the God.

Of greater popularity and significance in the social and
public life of the capital city was the
Mahanavami (Navardtr:)' festival. It
used to be celebrated with considerable
grandeur by Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar in the
117, Ibid, XXIII, 64-74; XXV, 106-138, etc.

118. Ibid, XXTIT, 24-43, 75-77. 119. Ibid, 55, 58.

120, Ibid, XXIV, 49-87; XXIII, 78-107 ; XXV, 1-113.

121. The Mahanavami (or Navardtri), according to the Kalika-Purana, is a
festival celebrated during the first nine days of the bright half of
AsvTje (September-October) of every year in honour of the
mzu}ifesﬁa;tions of Durga or Chandika (Chandiki-Navardtri), the consort
of Siva. Its actual conclusion with the functions of the tenth day
(Vijayadasami), however, endows it with the character of a ten days’
festival, whence it is now familiarly known as Dasara (from Dasard in
Mhr.). For an account of Dasara in its traditional and Pauranic
aspects, see late Mr. B. Ramakrishna Rao’s article on the subject (in
the Q. J. M. 8., Vol. XI, pp. 301-811). In respectof the main items of the
programme, Dasara, as observed nowadays in Mysore, differs but little
from the festival as conducted in Seringapatam during historical times.
The similarity is striking to a degree. Compare also the Malanavami
festival in Vijayanagar as described by Paes (Sewell, 1bid, pp. 265-279).
The similarity becomes more striking still—another indication of the
influence of Vijayanagar traditions on Mysore. An important poing
in regard to Dasara as celebrated in Seringapatam is that, as we shall
see, we have an accurate and exhaustive account of it by a local
contemporary who adds considerably to our knowledge of the subject,

The Mahanavami
in Seringapatam.
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autumn (September-October) of every year, in keeping
with the traditions set up by his predecessors and with
his own local position and status. During the first eight
days of the festival Kanthirava used to hold the public
Durbar (oddolaga) in his Palace. On the ninth day, he
would worship the weapons (in the armoury) and horses
and elephants, and on the tenth, he would proceed in state
to perform the Sami-pija outside the capital city. The
Kanthirava-Narasardja-Vijayam of Govinda-Vaidya
contains'” an elaborate contemporary picture of the
entire course of the Mahadnavami festival as conducted by
Kanthirava in September 1647'* when he had reached
the summit of his power. The following is an account
of it as gleaned from the poem.

At the approach of autumn, Kanthirava, in consultation

Its celebration in With the astrologers, fixed up the pro-
1647 (September 19- gramme of the Mahdnavams. Dalavai
). Lingarijaiya was desired to look after
the necessary preliminaries, ILinge-Gauda, the Mayor of
the capital city, under instructions from the Dalavai,
attended to the beautification of Seringapatam and the
Palace, including the Durbar Hall (Olaga-$ale, Asthana-
mantapa), Chandra-éale, armoury (dyudha-$ale), stores

for which we had, hitherto, to rely solely on the account of Paes
applicable only to Vijayanagar. Wilks (L. 61) refers to Kanthirava as
noted for his *“ having first celebrated with suitable splendour the
feast of the Mahanowmi or Dessara’ [Italics ours]. Although,
as indicated in an earlier chapter, Riaja Wodeyar is reputed
to have inaugurated the festival in Mysore, Wilks’s position, so far as
Kanthirava is concerned, is more than confirmed and supplemented by
the authentic account given bere. Cf. S. K. Aiyangar, Ancient
India, p. 290.

122. Chs. XX-XXII.

123. Since the writing of the K. N. V. was completed on May 22, 1648 (see
section on Literary activity) and since Lingarajaiya of Hura
(Lingarijondra) is stated to have been the Dalavai of Kanthirava
(XX, 51, 53), and Linge-Gauda is mentioned as the Mayor of Seringa-
patam (XX, 50), at the time of the Mahdnavami festival described in
the work, we cannot but place the event in September 1647, Lingarajaiya
himself having succeeded to the office of Dalavai in January 1647 (vide
section on Ministers, Officers and Dalavais). Asvija $u.1-10 (the period
of the Mahanavami festival) in 1647 fell between 19-28th September (see
Ind. Eph., VI 97).
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(Ulupeya-mane, Ugrana), cisterns of curds, ghee and oil
(Dadhi-ghrita-taila-vapt) and wardrobe (Udugoregala-
bokkasada-grha). Presently the stables of horses and
elephants and the streets of Seringapatam kept up
a gay appearance. Camps (biddra) were laid out for
the lodging of kings and chiefs from different places
(dese-deseyinda . . . baha vasumatisara) and of
other visitors from outside (namely, scholars, reciters,
athletes, acrobats, courtezans, musicians, actors, con-
jurers, ete.), while kitchens and feeding-houses (pakada-
grha, bhojana-dle, dasohada-grha) were put up (for
the learned, Vira-Vaishnavas, Sri-Vaishnavas, elderly
Mahantas, Mathadhipatis, Jogis, Jangamas, the indigent
and the defectives).!® Kanthirava next got addressed
palm-leaf letters (utturagalanu, oleya barisida) to the
ruling chiefs and feudatories, inviting them to the festival.
The chiefs of Narasimhapura (Hole-Narasipur), Bélar,
Kunigal, Magadi, Nanjardyapatna, the Béda chief and the
Kodagu, Maleyala, Konkana and Tuluva chiefs went over
to Seringapatam with presents (kdnike), while the local
feudatories of Kanthirava proceeded thither with tribute
and large supplies in addition (balu vulupe kanike kappa
sahita). Ikkéri, Tanjore (Tanjavaru), Madura (Madhure)
and Gingee (T'enje, Tenji, Chenje) were among the distant
powers represented. Among other invitees were scholars
(sarigalu, vidvamsarw), functionaries (vinvydgigalu),
celebrities (prasiddha-purusharw), experts in Sdastras
(siddhantigalu), musicians (gayakarw), reciters (patha-
karu) and the elite of the city (nagarika
$ringara-purusharu).  The capital city was soon
overcrowded  with people from various  places
(nand-desada  jana-jala-vaitandw  Pattanake
kikkiridiha) ®

124. K. N. V., XX, 1-51.
125, Ibid, XX, 52-75 ; XXI, 53-54. For the names of cliefs, feudatories, etc.,

see under Feudatories.
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On the first day of the bright half of Asvija, the
Brahmans performed the purificatory
ceremonies {(Punydrchane, homa) over
the Durbar Hall, the horse and elephant
stables and the armoury. The nine days’ festival in
honour of Chandikd and her sister deities
[Chandikambike (yara) navardtriya pije] was inaugu-
rated by the solemn propitiation of Goddess Bettada-
Chimundi, the tutelary deity (maneya-dévate) of
the. Mysore Royal Family. This was followed by the
sumptuous feeding of Brahmans and all classes of people
in the city. Large crowds from the city, the townships
and villages and distant places (purajana, parijana,
nand-desada-jana), men, women and children dressed and
adorned according to different tastes and fashions,
witnessed the daily Durbar of Kanthirava during the
first eight days of the festival.'® FEvery day Kanthirava
used to hold his Durbar (Mahdnavami oddalagotsava)
during morning and night. At an auspicious moment
($udbha-muhiartada veleyali), the images of Gods
Ranganatha and Lakshmi-Narasimha used to be taken in
procession to the Durbar Hall and placed on the jewelled
seats (ratna pithay. Then Dalavai Liingarijaiya, dressed
in state, would proceed to welcome the king to the
Durbar Hall, accompanied by the courtiers, ministers,
chiefs and karanikas and with all the insignias and
military honours. Meanwhile, Kanthirava, having adorned
his person, would have left his apartment, Venkatapati-
Jetti most respectfully leading him. Seated in the
palankeen (pallakkiyaneri), he would proceed towards the
Durbar Hall under the shade of the pearl umbrella
(muttina sattigeya nelalinali), accompanied by instru-
mental music, the recitations of the panegyrists and by the
emblems (like the chowries and fans, the makara banner,
Sankha, chakra, etc.)—evidently a picturesque scene

Beginnings:  the
éight days’ Durbar.

196, Ibid, XXI, 1-24.
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witnessed with considerable interest by the spectators.
At the Durbar Hall, Kanthirava would alight the
palankeen, the Dalavai most ceremoniously leading him.
Performing obeisance to Gods Ranganatha and Narasimha,
he would next occupy the jewelled throne (navaratnada
gaddugeyali mandisy). In the meantime, the Palace
officials (of the Awvasarada-hobli department) would be
actively engaged in assigning seats in the Durbar Hall to
the ministers, chiefs, scholars and others according to
their respective ranks and status (@risidaru
antaravaritu). There used to be regular rows (s@lu-salu)
of chiefs and feudatories (manneya-mandalikara), of royal
cavaliers (ra@ya-ravutara), of courtezans (sileyarugala)
from different places, of reciters (pathakara), of experts in
wonderful arts from various countries (chappanna-désada
chodya-vidyadhikara), and of spectators in general
(notaka-jana)—all systematically arranged in the interior
of the Durbar Hall (tappade salaridantarantara dola-
goppavittaru) .
The daily Durbar, during the festival, was regulated in
the following manner: The chiefs,
Thedetailed godafories and representatives of the
programme. .
powers would first pay their homage to
the king, tendering their presents (consisting of elephants,
horses and gold). This would be followed by the respectful
obeisance of the mahouts, cavaliers, warriors, military
officers (Nayakas) and others. Then there would be
thrilling boxing feats of athletes (mallara horata, kdlaga),

arrangedin pairs(jodu-jodali . . . jattigalu
panthade nindarw), exciting acrobatic performances of
various types (dombarugalu . . . bage-bageyatava

tort), ram-fights (fagara kdlaga),fights of rutting elephants
(madakarigala hordta) and fights of daring men with
tigers and bears let loose (puli-karadigala biginena paridu
Laduva virara motta) ™ At night, the splendour of the

197, Ibid, 25-50, 66-69, T1, 198, Tbid, 51-63, 89-98.
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Durbar of Kanthirava used to be enhanced by the
illuminations (dipa-kantigalu, divatigegalu), and the
programme would consist of the following items: dancing
(nd@tya), including kdlatam (a play of sticks in alternate
motions) ; display of feats by conjurers (indrajalava
toruva mandd); mimicry and comic (bairipa-datagala
hasya-rasagalinda) ; enactment of Dadavataras
of Vishnu by the Bhiagavatas (Hariya-Dasavatarada-
natakava tori mereva Bagavatara); vocal music and
music of the lute (g@nava paduva vidvamsarugalu, vineya
vadipa vidvamsarugalu . . . ); display of skill in
poetical composition (lakshya-lakshana kavya nataka
alankdra $obhitade balu padya krti bandhava
nadisuta jana kavigalu) and the musical recitation of the
Mahabharata and the Ramdyana by the Bhdratis
(Bharata-Ramayana sangita-saradolage . . . odi
vatbhavadinda . . . Bhdaratigalu ranjisidaru).
There would also be a display of crackers and fireworks
(birisu banagalw), such as the chakrabana, satragambha,
etc., adding to the beauty of the scene. Then the
Durbaris would be duly honoured with betel and clothes
wileya udugoregala) according to their status
(antaravaridittu), after which Kanthirava would bring
the day’s Durbar to a close. Adoring Vishnu and
partaking of the holy water and offerings (Harige vandist
tirtha prasddava kopdu), he would finally retire to his
apartment.'®
On the ninth day (Mahanavam?), the Saundarya-vildsa
chamber of the Palace was beautified
and preparations made for the worship
of the weapons (which included the
sword, lance, bow, cutlass, dagger, knife and the collections
from the armoury) and elephants and horses (dyudha-
gajasva-pije). These, after being cleaned and washed,
were taken in procesmon to the Ayudha-mantapa, where

The ninth day
{(Mahanavami).

129 Iind, 99 133
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Kanthirava performed their worship. Tbis was followed
by the observance by him of the Durgd-japam and by the
elaborate propitiation by the Brahmans of Goddess
Chandi and all her manifestations, while in the quadrangle
of the mantapa (Gyudha-mantapada divyanganadolage)
various items of services (such as music, dance, ete.) were
gone through in honour of the occasion.!

On the morning of the tenth day (Vz]ayadaéamz)
Kanthirava, having finished the daily
rites (s.e., washing, bathing, ndma-
tirtham, worship of Vishnu, gifts,
acceptance of holy water and offerings, and the benedic-
tions of the Brahmans), got through the second worship
of Chandika (marupijeya Chandikambikege madisi) and
broke into pieces the kashmdanda (pumpkin).*'  This was
the day of the public procession of the king to conduct
the Sami-pija which was to take place in the evening.
Linge-Gauda (Mayor of Seringapatam) attended to the
decoration of the Sami-mantapa, situated to the east, out-
side the capital city (purada bahirbhagada piarva-dese-
yali). The main street of the city (pura-vidh?), from the
gate of the Palace as far as the mantapa (aramane-
bagilim jambisari-mantapa pariyanta), a distance of
nearly three miles (ydjana pariyanta), was befittingly
beautified. The entire distance was crowded to the full by
spectators from far and near (chaudeseya-dédada notaka-
jana), to witness the grandeur of the king’s procession
{(fambi-saqvari). Then, at an auspicious moment, the
shrines of Gods Ranganatha and Narasimha were taken
in procession to the Sami-mantapa. Presently, at the
striking of the drum, the army (consisting of gorgeously
caparisoned elephants, horses, chariots and foot) started
on its march, and Kanthirava, having suitably adorned his
person (singaragaidu), proceeded in state, on horse-
’back ( uttamdévavafnéri . . . nadedanw), amidst the

The tenth day
(Vijayadasamsi).

130 Ibid, XXII, 1-36, 131, Ibid, 55-69.
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resounding notes of the recitations of panegyrists and of
musical instruments. He was accompanied by the
Dalavai, ministers, karamikas, courtiers, chiefs and
feudatories ; by all the emblems of sovereignty, including
the pearl umbrella (muttina sattige), the makara banner
(makara-tekke) and the fan (@lavatta); and by regular
rows of servants (@ligadavarw) holding in their hands
the pouch (hadapa), chowries (chamara), tasselled fan
(kuncha), spittoon (kalanji) and ceremonial clothes
(pavade)™ At the Sami-mantapa, a picturesque scene
followed, in which Kanthirava, having alighted his horse,
was seen displaying his skill in archery (singadiya tegedu
ambugalanalavadisi) and in riding at will the state
elephant (patiada daneya $irake langhisi . . . bide
varist . . . ). The occasion was also marked by
ram-fights (fagara kddisi) and athletic contests (mallara
kalaga). These amusements were followed by the
king's worship of the Sami (the tree Prosopis spicigera
Lin.) and his return to the Palace at night, seated on the
state elephant (pattadane), amidst illuminations of
countless torches (lekkavillada . . . dwatigegalu)
and the resounding noise of crackers and fireworks
(bana-birisu). The functions of the tenth day having
been completed by the performance of the waving of the
lighted camphor (d@rat/) in the Palace, the Dalavai
dispersed the army and returned to his abode.!®
Next day the Dalavai and the karamikas, under the
orders of Kanthirava, made gifts to the
Gifts and presents. needy and duly honoured the chiefs and
feudatories, musicians, scholars,
athletes, jesters and others with presents of gold,
jewels and cloths. Thus was brought: to a conclusion
the grand Mahanavams festival conducted by Kanthirava
when he had been established in the sovereignty (sthira-
samrajyadolu) of the kingdom of Mysore.!3

132, Ibid, 70-98. 183. Ibid, 99-107. 134. Ibid, 108-110.
13
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That the time-honoured social ideal of Varndsrama-
The sooial ideal: @harma was being rigorously enforced
contemporary man- by the king and followed by his
ners and morals, etc. . . .
subjects is amply evidenced by the
sources.® But side by side with the growth of wealth
and luxury, and underlying the gaiety and splendour of
city life (particularly in Mysore and Seringapatam), are
pictures’®—though largely idealised and even imaginative
to some extent, they cannot but have been entirely
divoreed from the actualities—depicting prostitution as a
growing vice eating slowly into the vitals of contemporary
society and indirectly hinting at the ideal of moderation
as the sine qua non of social and cultural progress. In
striking contrast with life in cities was the even tenor of
corporate life in the rural parts, of which we have traces
during the period.”
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar was noted for his
patronage of learning. He is said to
Kanthirava as a b § f bt
patron of learning. have been a source of support to
scholars  (sakala-vidvajjanadhara),'®
providing them all with a living (samasta vibudhaséréni-
samujjivanam).’® He appears himself to have been a
person of taste, trained to the appreciation of poetry,
music and literature. The titles, Sarasa-vidyd-visarada,
Sangita-sahitya-$astra-visarada, ascribed to him™ cannot
be altogether devoid of foundation or significance.
Sanskrit and Kannada literature alike flourished during
) o the reign. While the kavya style was
Literary activity: 1) adhered to by writers in Sanskrit,
Sanskrit and  prolagannada, as a medium of literary
Kannada writers. . . . X
expression in Kannada, continued to
55 See K. N. V. I, 11; 11, 74,109; 1V, 100, 107; V, 50, 56-57; VI, 41,
50.52; TX,8; XXVI, 80, 82, 34, 38, 40; O. Vam., 37-38, 162153,
160-161; B. C., TIT (1) Sr. 108; Nj. 198; IV (9) Yd. 5; V(1) and 2)
Ag. 64, ete.
136. Ibid, 1L, 83-107; VI, 77-198; also Chs. IX and X.
187. See I. C., IV (2) Gu. 10; III (1) Sr. 108; Nj. 106; V (1) and (2) Ag.

Cn. 160, 163, 165, ete.; see algo under Grants and other records.
138. K. N. V., XXV, 138. 139. E. C., V (2) Ag. 64, p. 768 (Text)-

140. K. N. V., 1,25; XXV, Le,
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hold its own side by side with Hosagannada, and the
tendency of the latter towards displacing the former is
also, to some extent, noticeable in the literary productions
of the period. - The poet Nrhari, son of Narasimharya,
composed in Sanskrit the Gajjiganahalli copper-plate
tnscription'! of Kanthirava, dated April 7, 1639, Nara-
simha-Siri, son of Srinivasa of Kausika-gotra, wrote
the copper-plate grant™*® from Tondanir—also in
Sanskrit—dated April 27, 1647. He seems to have also
composed the Mattigodu lithic grant'*® of Kanthirava,
another record in Sanskrit of the same date, judging
from the similarity in language of both the records.
Among Kannada writers, Bhaskara (Bachirdja), son of
§ri-Varadéva and Lakshmidévi, was the author of
Behara-Ganita™ (Vyavahdra-Ganita), a mathematical
work., He refers to himself as a poet (sarasam satkavi-
vallabham) and appears to have had the titles, Sarade-
guvara, Ganita-viladsa. The Béhara-Ganita (¢.1645-1650)
is written in eight chapters in a mixture of old and new
Kannada—poetry (of the kanda metre) and prose—each
stitra being followed by comment and examples. Among
the topics dealt with are compound interest (chakra-
baddi), square measure (mattada-sitra), chain measure
(birudina-lekka ?), index numbers or tables (padakada
sdatra), problems in mint mathematics (enkasaleyalli
kattuva ichcha varnpakke siatra). The work, besides,
contains references to Seringapatam (Bangapura),

141. E. €., III (1) Nj. 198, 11. 127-128:
Padyand-manavadyanam Sasancira virdjatam |
Karta Sri-Narasimharya-nandans Nrharih kavil ||

142. Ibid, Sr., 103, 11. 163-167:

Srimat-Kausika-vamsa . . . Srinivasembudhél |
Putrah Sri-Narasimha-siri . . . Kapthirava-
Kshmapaléna nibhodhitah krtimimam tachchdasanasyakarit ||

143. Ibid, V (1) and (2) Ag. 64. See also f.n. 54 and 56 supra.

144. Ear. Ka. Cha., 11. 875. Cf. Ms. No. 218—P. L.; Mys. Or. Lib: This
work, entitled Bhaskara-Ganita, contains reference to Rijaditya, a
mathematician, and deals with arithmetic and astrology. It differs,
however, from the Ms, noticed in the Kar. Ka. Cha.

13*



196 HISTORY OF MYSORE [cHAP. IX

Chamardja and Kanthirava-Narasa (Narasabhipa).*
Timmarasa wrote the Markandéya-RBamayana™ (c.
1645-1650), a Halagannada poetical work in the
Vardhika-shatpadi metre, in 30 chapters and 1,000
stanzas. The poet refers to himself as the son of
Karanika Bulla of Palkurike, of the Kannadiga-vamsa,
Bharadvaja-gotra, Asvalayana-sutra and Rig-Veda. He
refers also to Yadugiri (Mélkote) Nardyana and Yadugiri
Narasimha. Although there are no further particulars
about him in the work, he seems identical with Timma-
rasa, minister-in-chief of Kanthirava-Narasarija Wodeyar,
who is said to have been well versed in the arts (suvidyaw),
including, perhaps, poetry also.”” Bhiarati-Nanja was, as
already mentioned, a poet at the court of Kanthirava.
He is referred to'® as Sringara-kavi, Bala-kavi, and as
having been highly proficient in music also (sangita-
duttunganenipa). He appears to have been very
influential at the court, although no works of his have so
far come down to us.'*
By far the most important writer during the period,
o . however, was Gavinda- Vaidya, author of
Govinda-Vaidya _ ) .
and his Kanthirava- the Kanthirava-Narasardja-Vijayam'™
f{gg‘:“mj“'vﬁ“y“’” (1648). He was the son of Srinivasa-
Pandita'™ and appears to have been a
Smartha Brahman of Seringapatam,well read in the
Vedas, Mantra-$astras and literary and poetical lore, %

145. Ibid, 11. 375-377.

146. Ms. No. B. 50—P; Mys. Or. Lib; see also Kar. Ka. Cha., TI. 408-409.

147, See K. N. V,, XXV, 84; also f.n. 1 supra.

148. Iid, XXV, 875 also I, 25 and XXVI (colophon on p. 498}, referring to
Bhirati-Nanja who seems to have been a young man of poetical talents
and musical attainments.

149. Cf. Kar. Ka. Cha. (II. 878), which, ambiguously enough, assigns the
authorship of the K. N. V. to Bharati-Nanja, besides indicating that
Govinda-Vaidya also was the author of it! As we shall see, it
was not Bhérati-Nanja but Govinda-Vaidya who actually wrote that
work. Vide also f.n. 158 infra.

150. Pub. Mys. Or. Lib. Kannada Series, No. 15, Mysore, 1926,

161, K. N. V., XX VI, p. 498 (colophon), 162, Ited, 1,11, 13,
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He speaks'™ of his -having written the poem at the
instance of Dalavai Nanjardjaiya of Hura (1640-1647).
The writing of the work seems to have been begun not
earlier than 1641 and not later than 1645 and, according
to the colophon' at the the end, was actually completed
on May 22, 1648 (4. 1570, Sarvadhari, Jyestha su. 11,
Chandravara— Monday).  Govinda-Vaidya, it would
appear, was a protegé of Bharati-Nanja who had, it is
said,™ previously related the subject-matter of the work
{(namely, the exploits of Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar)
in the court of Kanthirava. This was, perhaps, the
reason why Govinda-Vaidya, as he himself says,'® wrote
the poem favoured by Bharati-Nanja (Bharati-
Nanja-nolidu), and also why, when it was completed in
May 1648, he had it read out by the latter in the court
of Kanthirava-Narasa according to the colophon” In
any case, (xovinda-Vaidya seems to have been indebted to
Bharati-Nanja for the subject-matter of the poem,although
there is no evidence in favour of the ascription of its
authorship to the latter.'™ The Kanthirava-Narasardja-
Vijayam is, in the main, written in the Hosagannada
sangatya metre. Liucid and intelligible, it undoubtedly
is an index of the popularity of sa@ngatya as a form of
poetical expression in Mysore in the middle of the
seventeenth century. The theme of the work is centred

153, Ivid, 1, 28: Dalavdyi Nunjerajéndra tannodeyana kiryadéligeya
.o chariteyagi . . . pélisidar.

154. Ibid, XXVI, p. 498.

155. Ibid, 1, 25: Doreraya Narvasarajéndrana chariteyanoreda Bharati-

Nanja.

156. Ibid.

157. Ibid, XXVI, lc.: Govinda-Vuidyarnu Kanthirava-Narasardja-Vijaya-
vannw  virachist . . . Blarati-Nanjane  mukhadinda  vachisi

rajasthanadalli vistarapadisidudu.

158. Wilson (Des. Cat. Mack. Mss., p. 331) ascribes the authorship of the
K. N. V. to Nanja-Kavi (Bhdrati-Nanjs) and the Kar. Ka. Cha. also,
apparently following him, assigns it to Bhirati-Nanja (see f.n. 149
supra). This seems due to a misunderstanding of the text and is not
borne out by internal evidence. A detailed examination of the palm-
leaf Ms. of this work (No. 110 of the Mad. Or. Lib.) shows that it
closely agrees with the text of the poem as now published,
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round the rise and fortunes of Kanthirava-Narasarija
Wodeyar, as is clearly indicated by the poet at the end
of each chapter (sandhi). The entire ground is covered
by him in twenty-six chapters. The poem begins with
invocation to Paéchima-Ranga, ILakshmi-Narasimha,
Lakshmikanta, Trinayana (of Mysore), Channa-Nanjunda,
Gangsa, Sarasvati and Bettada-Chamundi, indicating the
scope of the work by way of introduction (Chapter I).
Then we have a descriptive account of the Karnataka
country and of the city of Mysore (Chapter II). This is
followed by an account of the pedigree and family history
of Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar (Chapter I1I), and of
his birth, education and training (Chapter IV). Next
we have the legendary history (Mahdtmya) of Seringa-
patam (Chapter V) ; a descriptive account of the city of
Seringapatam (including the Palace, temples and other
buildings therein) under Kanthirava (Chapters VI and
VID); a picture of the daily Durbar of Kanthirava
(Chapter VIII) ; and erotic scenes (Chapters IX and X).
Then follows a detailed account of the advent of Rana-
dulla Khan (of Bijapur) to the Karnataka, his siege of
Seringapatam and his final repulse by Kanthirava
(Chapters XI1-XV). The subsequent relations of Mysore
with Bijapur (Chapter XVI); Kanthirava’s siege and
acquisition of Samballi and Piriyapatna (Chapters XVII
and XVIID; the action against Mustafda Khan and
Dalavai Nanjardjaiya’s death at Turuvékere (Chapter
XIX)—these are treated next, and are succeeded by
descriptive accounts of the beautification of Seringapatam
on the occasion of the Mahdnavam:i festival (Chapter
XX), Kanthirava’s daily Durbar during the festival and
his procession-in-state on the tenth (Vijayadasami) day
of the feast (Chapters XXI and XXTI), and the Gajendra-
Tvrundl festival and the car festival of Ranganitha at
Seringapatam  (Chapters XXIII-XXV). The poem
concludes with a picture of Kanthirava’s religion
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(Chapter XXVI). Throughout, Govinda-Vaidya writes
essentially as a poet, freely employing all the literary
devices (i.e., ornate descriptions, imagery, epigram,
simile, alliteration, etc.) to add to the beauty of the poem,
and brings out prominently the greatness of its hero,
namely, Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar. He delineates
to a considerable extent the heroic (vira) and erotic
(§ringara) sentiments (Chapters I1I, IV, XI-XIX,
XXVI; I, VX, XX.XXV), and pays particular
attention to minute details in describing nature (i.e.
seasons, rivers, gardens, hills, paddy fields, etc., as in
Chapters I1I, V and XX). From a purely literary point
of view, therefore, the Kanthirava-Narasardja-Vijayam
answers to the description of an epic poem (mald-kdvya),
the pervading style being Draksha-paka.'® As a local
contemporary, on the other hand, Govinda-Vaidya
prominently reflects his personality in almost every
chapter of the work. In regard to political events, we
find him giving expression to what he has himself either
actually witnessed or gathered from those who participated
in those events (Chapters I1I, XI-XIX). In delineat-
ing the social background, in general, he seems to have
been fairly acquainted with the well-known standards of
earlier writers as, for instance, Vatsyayana.'® In depicting
the society and culture of his times (Chapters 11, V-X,
XX-XXV), in particular, he does show a thorough

159. See also Editorial Introduction to the work, p. v.

160. References to and descriptions of such items as the social order, trades
and professions, costume and personal adornment, arts and sciences,
festivals, amusements, Palace, court life and culture, conrtezans and
prostitution (in Chapters II, V-X, XX-XXV) correspond, in a
remarkable measure, with the general background of social life
depicted by Vitsydyana (see pp. 54, 56-57, 60-63, 212-219, 2258-232
and 313-320 of the Kama-Siutra of Vitsyadyana, translated by
H. 8. Gambers, Third edition, Amritsar,1932). We have, again, a direct
reference to Rati-Sastra (VI, 197), and have also noticed the references
to Bharatachirya (vide t.n. 90 supra). All these point to the
influence of ancient ideas and ideals on contemporary life and
literature,
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acquaintance with the realities of life, so thorough, indeed,
that even when he presents, or rather attempts to
present, idealised and veiled pictures (Chapters IX and X),
he cannot but be understood as conveying the deeper
under-currents of thought and feeling which he, as a
contemporary observer, could not easily dissociate himself
from. Viewed as a whole, the Kanthirava-Narasardja-
Vijayam, making due allowance for poetical fancy and
literary flourishes, and subject to comparison with other
sources wherever necessary, holds a unique place among
the literary productions of the period, as a mirror of the
political and social history of the earlier part of the reign
of Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar in Mysore (1638-
1648).

Ayamma, daughter of Huchcha-Timmarajaiva of
Biluguli, and Liakshamma, daughter of
Dasarajaiya of Kalale, were the principal
queens of  Kanthirava-Narasaraja
Wodeyar.®  Only by the former, the seniormost queen,
Kanthirava had a son (named Chamaraja Wodeyar) who,
however, it is said,® died in his sixth year (c. 1653-
1654).

Among other members of the Mysore Royal Family,
Bettada-Chamaraja Wodeyar, father of
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, passed
away at Gundlu, at the age of 85, in

" Domestic life:

Queens.

Other members of
the Royal Family.

161. The Annals (I. 65-66) mentions in all ten queens of Kanthirava, the
first two, referred to above, being married by him in April 1629 and the
next eight (agta-mahishiyary) in the Arka, as distinct from the
Gandharva, form in April 1640. These eight queens were daughters
of the chiefs of Narunelli, Arikuthira, Yelandur, Bagali, Hafti,
Tippiir and Malagiid. The Mys. Dho. Par. (I. 62) mentions only nine.
The K. N. V. (VIL, 69-70; XX, 87; XXIV, 3-4) refers, in general, to
the queens of Kanthirava (réjaputriyaru, pattada-satiyaru) and
idealises them. Cf. Radj. Kath., XII. 472.

162. Annals, I, 66. According to the!K. N. V. (XXVI, 42), Kanthirava
had an issuc (piridu santanava padedu) by 1648,  The child
must have predoceased bim subsequent to that date. Cf. Raj.
Kath., l.c.
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March 1639."®  Muppina-Dévarija Wodeyar, the last
surviving younger brother of Raja Wodeyar and uncle
of Kanthirava, is said to have been living with his
family in Gundlu during the greater part of the
reign,'® and appears to have died in the Palace at
Hangala (near Gundlu), in or about 1656, at the age
of 103.1%

163. The Annals (I. 78) refers to Pramathi, Chuitra ba.2 (April 9, 1639)
as the date of Bettada-Chamaraja Wodeyar’s death. The Mys. Dho.
Vam. (ff. 83) refers to Pramathi (1639), the portion relating to further
details about the date being worn out. But from the Gajjiganahalli
copper-plate grant [F. C. I11(1) Nj. 198], issued on Pramdathi, Chaitra
su. 15 (April 7, 1639), we note that Bettada-Chamaraja Wodeyar had
passed away before that date, and the grant itself was made for
the eternal merit of Betftada-Chamariaja Wodeyar (Ibid, 1. 83:
Pitub sadgatimanvichehan), probably on the day of his attainment of
Vaikuntha. Accordingly we have to fix his death on or before
Pramathi, Chaitra su. 2 (March 26, 1639), two months after
Ranadulla Khan’s siege of Seringapatam and his repulse. See also
f.n. 165 infra.

164. Annals, 1. 93, 95.

165. See M. A. R., 1930, No. 25, pp. 163-165. This record alludes to the
dismantling—by Dévaraja Wodeyar, under the orders of Venkata II—
of the Palace at Hangala, where the Arasu had formerly lived, and to
the spot in that Palace, where Rajodeyar attained his beatitude
(L 6-10: Venkatapati-rayaravara nirupadinde . . . Dévaraju-
Vodérw Hanguladaly, — arasinavaru  yidae aramaneyali  vodeduli
Rajoderu muktarada baliya). 1t further refers to the construction
of a stone math (kala-mate) and the setting up of a linge on
that spot  (linga-stapyavanadi), cte., by Amritamma (queen
of Doddadévaraja Wodeyar). The reference to the ‘“Arasu’ in
this record seems obviously to Bettada-Chamaraja Wodeyar who, as
we have seen, lived in Gundlu and who died in March 1639. It seems
not impossible that he had also a Palace at Hangala in the neighbour-
hood of Gundlu, which was dismantled about 1640, shortly after his
death. Again, lidjodeyar, mentioned in the record, appears to be a
shortened form of Muppina-Dévaraja Wodeyar, who is also said to have
lived in Gundlu and whose death in the Hangala Palace, according to
the context, was perhaps intended to be commemorated by his eldest
son, Doddadévaraja Wodeyar, and his daughter-in-law, Amritamma, in
May 1656, The document thus enables us to fix the probable date of
Muppina-Dévarija’s death in or about 1656. We know that he was born
in 1553 (see Chs. IV and V). He was, accordingly, 103 years of age at
the time of his death, which is in keeping with Muppina (old) prefixed
to his name. Sec also and compare the Hditorial note in M. 4. R.,
Ditto, pp. 165-166. T or further reference to this record, wide f.n. 168
and 169 infra.
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Of the four sons of Muppina-Dévarija Wodeyar by

~ his second wife Kempamma, Dodda-
le;edyijdxz‘;if dévardja Wodeyar, the eldest (born
tions of his rwe HFebruary 18, 1622), it would seem,®
}i‘;;&friz’a With as holding charge of the city of
B Mysore (tanna Mahisira-nagara)
under Kanthirava, and for some time resided in Seringa-
patam also, possibly ruling jointly with the latter
(arasu-geyyuttire) from about 1644 onwards. A lithic
record, dated December 8, 164417 registers a grant by
Doddadévaraja of the village of Savantanahalli to provide
for the midday offering of God Chaluvarayasvami of
Mélkote. Another, dated May 12, 1656,' referring
to the construction of a stone math, etc., in Hangala by
Amritamma (queen of Doddadévardja Wodeyar),
specifically mentions him as the lord of Mysore
Maisaradhipa), distinguished by the title Antembara-
ganda. The record, it is further significant, refers'® also
to Emperor Sri-Ranga VI of Vijayanagar. Evidently
Doddadévaraja Wodeyar, as a prominent member of the
Mysore Royal Family, seems to have continued to rule
in the city of Mysore in an almost independent capacity,
during the latter part of Kanthirava's reign, formally

166. See C. Vamn., 138, 160; also C. Vi., 111, 129, and Appendix IV-—(1) and
V—@.

167. E. C., V (1) and (2) Hn. 120: T'arana, Maragasira ba. 5. * Dévaraja
Wodeyar,” mentioned in this record, is identical with Doddadévaraja
Wodeyar, eldest son of Muppina-Dévaraja Wodeyar. All the sons of
Muppina-Dévaraja, as we shall see in Ch. X (f.n. 9), are generally
referred to in some inscriptions as D¢vardja, although, according to
other sources, they had distinet prefixes (i.c., Dodda, Chikka, etc.),
with which their actual names commenced. The present grant appears
tc'have been made by Doddadévarija by way of commemorating his
visit to Mélkote in ¢. 1643-1644 (see under Social life—Festivals).

168. M. A. It., 1930, No. 25: 4. 1578, Durnwkhi, Vaisikha ba. 12, Monday-—
see 1L 7-8. In view of what is stated in the above f.n., * Dévaraja
Wodeyar,” mentioned in this record, is identical with Doddadevarija
Wodeyar, eldest son of Muppina-Dévaraja Wodeyar. Moreover, as we
shall see from other sources also, ** Amritamma,’’ mentioned in this
record, was the queen of Doddadévarija. Vide also f.n. 165 supra
and Ch. X, for further reference to this document and to Amritamma.

169. 1%id, 1. 8-6.
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acknowledging the suzerainty of Sri-Ranga. ™ Dodda-
dévardja was also known as ‘‘ Dodda-Arasinavaru ”’ and
“Doddadévaiya-Arasu.”'™ He is depicted to have been
an ideal ruler,” and is said to have established an
agrahdra named after himself.1”
The last days of Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodeyar
Last days of (particularly during the period 1653-
Kanthirava - Narasa-  1659) seem to have been rather
raja Wodeyar. unhappy. His domestic felicity suffered
considerably by the death of his only son (c. 1653-1654),
and his political position itself was seriously threatened
by the calamitous invasion of his territories by Khan
Muhammad of Bijapur, by the war with Madura and by
the rise to political prominence of Sivappa Nayaka I of
Ikkéri. The dazzling splendour of the earlier part of
Kanthirava’s reign appears, indeed, in striking contrast
with the serious set-back in his fortunes during its latter
part.
On July 31, 1659 passed away'™ Kanthirava-Narasaraja
) Wodeyar, in his forty-fifth year, his
His death, July . . 1175 N .
31, 1659. queens, it 1s said,'™ observing sate.
Alike as a warrior, political builder and ruler, Kanthi-
An  estimate of Yava-Narasari)a Wodeyar occupies an
Kanthirsva-Narasa-  important placein the history of Mysore.
raja Wodeyar. In appearance he was, as depicted to us

~ this record) to be identical with the successor of Kanthirava-Narasa,
holds that the record was issued by the former ¢ before he became
king, though royal titles are applied to him out of courtesy.” There
is no evidence in support of this position. For the identification of
the successor of Kanthirava-Narasaridja Wodeyar, vide Ch. X and
Appendix V—(1) and (2).

171. See E. C., 111 (1) My. 7 (1685), 11. 10-11, and Mys. Dho. Par., 1. 57.

172. C. Vam., 160-161; C.Vi., I11, 129-145, etc. ; see also Appendix V—(2).

178. E. C., Lo.: namma Dodda-arasinavaru madida Dévaraya agrahdra
where Chikkadévarija refers to bis father, Doddadévaraja Wodeyar, as
distinct from his uncle, Dévardja Wodeyar.

174, Mys. Dho. Pir., L. 56: Vikari, Sravanae ba. 8; also Mys. Raj. Cha., 25
Annals, 1. 93 cf. Jaj. Kath. (XTI, 470-473), which fixes Kanthirava’s
rule between 1635-1660 and places his death in December 1660, for
which there is no evidence.

175. Annals, l.c.
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by contemporary writers,'™ a stalwart figure, possessed of
an exceptionally robust constitution and handsome and
attractive features. Clad in a superbly wrought suit of
armour (muttina dagale, vajrada jodw), with the helmet
of lead on his head (stradale . . . sisakada pustanga),
the shining yellow-coloured cloth girt round his loins
(miruguva misuniya datti katiyol) and the jewelled
dagger attached thereto (ratnada baku), and brandishing
his sharp-edged sword (oreyanugida khadgavididu) in
his hand,'™ he appears with all the life and vigour of a
true warrior on the field of battle.
As a warrior. Among the titles ascribed to him as a
warrior were HKkanga-vira, Dhura-

dhira, Sangara-éira, ete.!™
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar was a prominent
character of Southern India during the
bl{ﬁzei' political oypeater part of the first half of the
seventeenth century. Iis prominence
is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the fact that he
strenuously worked for and moulded the destiny of the
kingdom of Mysore during a critical period in the history
of the Karnataka country. Despite the reverses sustained
by him during the later years of his reign, he may,
broadly speaking, be said to have achieved a fair measure
of success in his two-fold objective of stemuming the tide
of advance of Bijapur arms on Mysore and of maintaining
the political integrity of the kingdom of Mysore in the
southern frontier, besides effecting a series of local
conquests in all the directions. The net result of his
policy was that he was able to bequeath to his successor
a kingdom compact and progressive and yet with the
semblance of its position as an integral part of the once
powerful but latterly decadent Kmpire of Vijayanagar.
It is, indeed, to the credit of Kanthirava that, in evolving

i’VYG.”See; f<;r instance, K. N. V., [X, 16, 55, 65, 98-117; X, 9, 17, ete.

177, Tbid, XV, 12-13. _
178, Ibid, 1, 21; XII, 11,915 XV, 1105 XVIIL, 67, 174, ete.
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this position, he showed from the beginning of his reign
a rare consistency of purpose and loyalty to the cause of
the Empire (under Venkata II and érT—Ranga VI), which
appear in refreshing contrast with the disloyal, ruinous
and suicidal course of conduct pursued by the rest of
the rulers of South India contemporaneous with him,
particularly by Tirumala Nayaka of Madura. KExpediency
and self-interest, it is true, were the governing principles
of the South Indian powers in the complex conditions of
the period, but, in the case of Kanthirava, these appear to
have been tempered by larger considerations than the
immediate political intevests of the hour. There seems
little doubt that, in arvesting the progress of Bijapur
arms in the south and in standing as an effective barrier
to the encroachments of Madura and her allies on Mysore
in the early years of his reign, Kanthirava rendered a
signal service to the cause of the Empire to justify his
claim to be “the right-hand man of Emperor $11-Ranga
in the south” (taddakshina-bhyjadanda-nada) in 1643.
The striking of coins (Kanthirdya-hanams) by him in
1645 and his neutrality during the siege of Vellore by
Bijapur and Gdlkonda in 1647 were due to circumstances
and causes purely local and not dictated by any selfish
interests ; nor does the former event, in particular, indicate
“an open disavowal of imperial authority ” on the part
of Kanthirava, as has been conjectured by some.!™
Indeed Kanthirava, from the materials before us, appears
prominently as a local ruler (particularly during
1645-1650) and as a loyal feudatory of the Empire, a
position which must be given its due weight in any
estimate of him as an historical character. From the
beginning of his reign, there are, further, as many
documents of Kanthirava mentioning his suzerain as
there are others not mentioning him as such, but the
latter circumstance, far from pointing to ““ a sure sign of

179. See, for instance, S, K. Aiyangar in Nayaks of Madura, p. 133, L.n. 60,
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assumption of independence ' as has been suggested,'®
serves, to a considerable extent, to enhance his prestige as
the ruler of Mpysore, particularly after the siege of
Piriyapatna in 1645, another outstanding event of his
reign. 'This aspect of his position, again, tends to appear
in greater relief when he, during the troublous years
of Sri-Ranga (c. 1650-16583), afforded him shelter and
hospitality, denied to him by the other feudatories of his,
and helped him to recover a part of his dominions as well.
There is neither truth nor justice in the statement
hazarded that'™ “ there is nothing to indicate that it was
loyalty to the Emplre which induced Mysore

to receive Sri-Ranga.”  For it surely ignores the avallable
evidence as to Kanthirava’s loyalty to the Empire before
1650 and the influence exercised by him on his local
contemporaries during 1639-1646. The same under-
current of loyalty is discernible in the attitude of
Kanthirava towards Sri-Ranga during the latter part of
his reign also. Kanthirava suffered considerably from
the course of policy pursued by Tirumala Nayaka of
Madura during the period. Tt has been further held®
that Tirumala Nayaka was justified in proceeding against
Mysore, having himself suffered from the “repeated
aggressions ” of the latter, and having been “ threatened
by the new understanding between the Emperor and the
king of Mysore.” The first cause alleged is, as we shall
point out, wholly untenable, while the second, though
claimed to be based on a'® “ reading between the lines of
the Jesuit account,” is not borme out by it as our
examination of the latter in the light of other sources
would show. $Sri-Ranga had left Mysore in or about
1653, so that the alleged “ understanding " between him
and Mysore to threaten Madura with an invasion (in 1655)
lacks foundation. Again, the first definite advance of

180. Nayaks of Madura, l.c. 181. Ibid, p. 132.
182, Ibid, pp. 180-131, 183. Ibid, p. 131.
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Mysore arms on the south (as far as Trichinopoly) was,
as we have seen, due to Tirumala Nayaka himself inciting
his feudatory (the chief of Samballi) to encroach on the
southern frontier of Mysore, and even taking an active
part in the movement. Tirumala had to eat the humble
pie for this act of his, being promptly curbed for it by
Kanthirava. We have also seen how Madura, with
Gingee and Tanjore, was represented at the court of
Mysore in 1647. If this position is appreciated, we
would be enabled to follow the subsequent relations of
Kanthirava with Madura. It was the desire to maintain
the status quo ante in Mysore against Bijapur, which had
advanced as far as the Kavéripattanam frontier by 1653,
which appears to have induced Kanthirava to proceed to
the acquisition of Satyamangalam and Danayakankote,
guarding the south, in 1654. This objective of Kanthirava
seems to have been thoroughly misunderstood by
Tiromala Nayaka as a direct attempt of Mysore to invade
his own dominions. This, coupled with the memory of
the serious reverses sustained by Tirumala in the early
years of Kanthirava’s reign, was obviously responsible, in
the main, for the calamitous attack of Bijapur brought
about by him (Tirumala Nayaka) on Mysore, which
eventually recoiled on Madura itself. It was, therefore,
in the fitness of things that Kanthirava, as a loyal
feudatory of Sri-Ranga on the one hand and, on the other,
with a view “ to wreak just vengeance, ” waged the war
against Tirumala Nayaka during the last years of his
reign (¢. 1655-1659) when Sri- -Ranga was, by force of
circumstances, actually in Ikkéri (especially from c¢. 1656).
Without sacrificing local independence, the Mysore
Royal House seems to have continued its allegiance to
the Empire even during these years, for, as we have
seen, we have a record of the dynasty, dated in as late as
1656, formally acknowledging the suzerainty of Sri-
Ranga, If this position, again, is rightly understood, the
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sweeping assertion of the contemporary Proenza,'™ that
“ Mysore had long ago withdrawn herself from subordina-
tion to the same monarch” (Sri—Ranga), cannot be taken
as a correct statement of fact. For, in this part of his
account, Proenza refers only to the general political
situation of Southern India (during 1656-1659) and does
not write from a direct knowledge of the actual position
of Mysore.
As a ruler, Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar was very
popular and impressed his contem-
As a ruler, poraries to the extent of idealisation
and deification by them. An inscrip-
tion™ speaks of him as having been renowned alike for
his victory in war and liberality in times of peace.
Another™ refers to his rule thus: ¢ While he ruled, the
lord of the Gods sent good rains ; the earth brought forth
full fruit; all points of the compass were unclouded ; the
respective orders were deligent in their several rites;
all the people were free from disease; the
country was free from trouble; the women were
devoted to their husbands; and all the world was
prosperous.” A third®™ mentions him as having been
adored by his subjects (Jana-vandyasya). In keeping
with these, the Kanthirava-Narasar@ja-Vijayam™ also
points to the beneficence of his rule and the happiness
and contentment of his subjects. His government was
' in so far

185

184. Ibid, p. 263 (Proenza's letter).

185. F. C., 1L (1) Nj. 198 (1639), 11. 46-48.

186. Ibid, Sr. 103 (1647), 11, 40-46.

187. Ibid, V (1) and (2) Ag. 64 (1647): see text on p. 767.

188. 1,17-19; IV, 36-68; VI, 72; VII, 65-67; XXVI, 1, 30-39, etc.

189, K. N. V., I, 20,24; 1V, 107; IX, 38; XX,1; XXVIL,40; E. C., V
(1) and (2) Ag. 64: l.o. Theexpressions, dharmadirava, sthira-dharma-
margadolage, sudharmava taledu, dharmartham, ete., are significant.
Cf. Wilks, 1. 62-63. His estimate of Kanthirava as ‘the idol of his
Bramin historians,”’ etc., appears to ignore the fundamental
principles of Hindu government. No doubt, as Wilks writes (Ibid,
60-61), Kanthirava was rather harsh in his treatment of the refractory
Palegars and turbulent ryots but this measure was wmore than
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as it was conducive to the greatest good of the greatest
number, and was inseparable from religion. Countless
were his gifts, benefactions and deeds of charity. The
staunch Vaishnava that he was, his tolerance of other
faiths and creeds was of a high order. Seringapatam, the
capital city, was, during his reign, bustling with life,
being a centre of attraction to people from far and near
both in ordinary times and on festive occasions,
conspicuously during the Mahdnavams festival. His
court, with a galaxy of ministers, officers, feudatories
and others, was noted for the splendour of his daily
Durbar and had evidently touched the acme of
contemporary taste and culture—a place where learning
and literature flourished and were liberally encouraged.
In private life, Kanthirava was of regular and abstemious
habits and his filial piety was of the noble type.

Impressive as a warrior, consistent and loyal as a
political builder, popular and pious asa
ruler, Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar
appears to us in all the glory of a truly
great historical character and a “ Maker of Mysore.” The
most enduring monuments of his rule extant are
the Narasimhasvami temple at Seringapatam and the
Bangaradoddi canal in its neighbourhood.

Perphaps what is of greater importance still is that
Kanthirava Narasaraja Wodeyar figures
as prominently in tradition as he does
in history. Numerous stories'™ have
been current testifying to his personal prowess and

As 8 ‘“Maker of
Mysore,

Kanthirava in
tradition.

counterbalanced by what the people gained in the shape of peace,
contentment and settled government—the real criterion from which we
are to judge of the rule of a prince. See also under Gifts, grants,
etc., for further evidence as to Kanthirava’s solicitude for his subjects.
190. The Annals (I. 77-78), for instance, records how, shortly after Ranadulla
Khan’s unsuccessful siege of Seringapatam in 1639, Kanthirava was,
by the might of his arms, able, single-handed, to overcome an
organised attack on his person (in the Seringapatam Palace) by
twenty-five hirelings sent by the chief of Trichinopoly, and -how
Kanthirava defeated the latter's plot against his life, etc.
14
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liberality. He evidently created such a profound
impression on a generation of writers (like Tirumalarya,
Chidananda and others), during the latter half of the
seventeenth century, that they see and depict him almost
exactly as did his own contemporaries. Among later
records, it is further interesting to note, inscriptions' of
the eighteenth century speak of him as a ruler beloved
by all people and specially refer to his coining of the
fanams (Kanthiraya-hana) and his devotion to Nrhari.
He has, again, captured the imagination of posterity as a
celebrated warrior (rana-dhira) and his is a household
name in Mysore whenever there is talk of chivalry,
exploit or piety.

191, See E. C., II1 (1) TN. 63 (1749); IV (2) Yd. 17 and 18(1761), etc,
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Devardja Wodeyar, 1659-1673.



